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Lux x, Chap. 12, Ver. 15. : 


And be ſaid unto them, take beed 
and beware of. Covetouſneſſe. 


TAL His Chapter containes 1A 
Wl it an cxcellentiand adi-] 

At vine Sermon of our Sa-. 
viour,- to, an innumera- 
ble multitude of people, 
gathered together; .fo 
,- that they. trod one up- 
on another : In which | 

| RY - Chapter,o give you the] 
generall Summe: of it, you may , obſerve thece 
things. | | ; Sau 
| ; I... A Sermon begun, inthe beginning whereof | 
our Saviour exhorts tq a double yertye 7+, 145Hy-: 
| cerity or ſimplicity of: heart, contrary;t0 hypocriſie,, 
and the leave of the Phariſees, which'in:the fielt 
| oY he withcth them 70 3ake- heed of ,-V enf. 1 -/ 
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2. Margnanimity , to deſpiſe and contemne all 
difficulties that may occurre, inthe free, ſincere, 
/arid ingermous profeſſion of a mans religion , not 
ro be afraid of any difficulties, no,though they go | 
as fare as death, Yerſe 4. 2. This heavenly dil- 
courſe of our Saviour 1s izterrapted , by the un- 
\ mannerly admittance of them which came tothis 
'ſpiriruall mecting with carnall hearts , they came 
ro Church.to heare Sermons, but their minde was 
upon their cſtate, and on outward things; and 
therefore one of the company ; a worldly man , 
propounds a queſtion to our Saviour , which he|' 
anſwers. | 
1. The queſtion propounded is in the 13. Yer. 

And one of the company ſaid unto him,master, ſpeak | 
to my brother, that he drvide the inheritance with me: 
his brother ,_ir ſeemes, hadthe advantage of the 
poſſeſſion,and he thought our Saviour was agood 
man, and it might be cafie for him todo a good 
office : he, nor regarding the imployment our.Sa- 
viour was abour, troublcs and interruptshim with 
this unſavoury motion. F | 
2. Our Saviours anſwer is, partly by his repre- 
| i»g, rejecting, condemning of the motion, inthe 

I4.Yoſe: Andhe ſaid unto him, mas, who. made 
| -2e & judge or 1a divider over yow ? my Office is of 
another nature, and the meareſt Judge in the 
world can arbitrate this; Ir is nor fit to leave the 
Word of: God , and to ferve tables, no not ina 
{work of charity ; there are things of. a higher na. 
tore ; butthen, 
# » He contents not himfelfe with this reproof, 
" Ft | l bur: 
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{that is, 
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| | that he peſſeſſeth - the world is miſtaken in it, it1s. 


... 2+ Asitis backed witha ſtrong reaſon, ſo itis 
edged and illufirated with a ſweet Parable 3. The 


but :-pproves this unſeaſonable importuniy , and. 
takes the opportunity of conveighing a very ſca- 
ſonable doctrine or exhortation upon this occaſj- 
on, that .ſirikes at the-very. root of the diſcaſe 
which lurked inthis man, and ſo more generally 
dehorts from covetouſneſſe ,, which he conceived ! 
was the ſpring of this mans diſorder. Now 


1. Backed and replicated with 3 ftrongireaſon,in 
thoſe words, for the life of man, or the happineſle 
and content of man, conſiſts not in the abundapce of 


notthat which makes a man happy, or that which 
will give amantrue'content,{o I takethe meaning 
of the word to be, although the world: promiſe 
much, | 5 


hw rich man he bad a louis crop ; and bethonght | 
himſelfe what t0'Yo,;to pull downe hu barnes 93d build 
them greater , an@ſing a requiem to his ſoule, zhe. 
iſle whereot was; Thou fools; and ſuch are all 
they which ſer up their reſt here, and thinke that 
the life of man conſiſts therein, and that'happi- 
neſſe depends thereon. + >» 

' 3. Asour Saviour condemnes, and reproves, 
ſo he improves the unmannerly proceedings of 
this man, and takes occafion to continpe his hea- 
venly Sermon, wherin I ſhall diſtinguiſh but theſe 
rWOo things, : - 

I. Our Saviour goes on in. the event? 20 
ment,whichthis mans requeſt concerns.Seconc y, 
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 |cellentverrues toall his diſciples. +. + - » | 


' theſe ſervants. *'2. ' From the wiſerythat will fol- 


| in thisplace, and that paralell to the :6. of Matr- 
{hew, is ſcarce the like argument handled in the 
| whole book of God, norallthe'wit of man can-| 


|dednefie , by many excellent incomparable argy- 


| would always keepa watchfuWpoſture, preparing 


he intentionallyadds ſomthing that was inhis own 
minde to convey, and that is added rothe former 
occaſion. 
In the occafionall argument there be theſe two 

bratiches, and I ſhall but onely mention them, and 
defire youat lciſure to peruſe the. place , becauſe 


not have more excellent ſuggeſtions., 
1. He yevokes his diſciples from worldly-min.- 


ments, Ferſ.22. oo | | 

2. 'He provokes them to heavenly-mindedzeſſe , 
inthe 31. Yerſe, wiſhing them .not to feeke 1heſe 
things , but the kingdome of God. n 
II. He proceeds to his former . 7»tentionall 
thoughts,wrherein he commends eſpecially twores- 


1. Watehfulneſſe im the 35: Perſe, that they | 


for, and expeRting thecomming of the Lord, to 
be fitred forir:, A nirer ds be, ſooneror 
later, ſuddenor otherwiſe, and this is, 

Propounded and preſſed , and then zterated and 
inlarged. E Saf! 0 MTU G0 18028 £ | 

Itis propoundedand preſſed, ' 1. From the con- 
ion'of a duty, which being diſcharged; makes a 
man bleſſed, in thoſe words, And: if be:come rin the 
| ſecond or third match , and finde them ſo; bleſſed are 


low upon the negle@ hereof ,- in the following | 
| | 3 words, |: 


__ —— — 


—C. . 


AM 


words, If the good man of the houſe knew what houre 
the thiefe would come, he would watch, &c. 2. Itis 
preſſed trom rhe condition of their maſlers commins., 
which is-cxprefled to be ſudden, no man kzowes the 
houre;, and thus farre our-Saviourthath propoun- 
ed and prefſed this argument-of watchlulnelle. 
2. Upon a particular occaſion he doth zeiterate 
' and #laxgethe proſecution of this very argument: 
the occaſion is expreſled in the 41 Yerſe, Peter 
ſteps in, and puts the queſtion ,not ſo unmanuerly. 


'of Covetouſneſſe. Th 


as 'before , but proper enough for the Auditory: 
Mafter , ſpeakeft-thou thu parable unto: us, or to all? 
| This gives our Saviour occaſion to re-inforce his 
former exhortation , whereinare the ſame argu- 
ments I mentioned before, partly from the fel-city 
in thedi{charze of this duty, how happy and bleſſed 
u that man, that when his Lord fern. z*ſhall finde 
well doing, preparing and fitting himſclfefor that 
{ meeting ; andthenthe wiſery and the wofull conat- | 
2703 of the evill ſervant, who inſtead of giving a 
portion to his Lords ſervants, ſhall preſume his 
maſter will not yet come; bit delay and prolong the 
time, and fall #6 beat and abnſe hi fellow-ſervants. 
I conceiveinthis place , andother-places of Scti- 
pture; where this evill ſervant: is mentioned (be- 


—_ 


ſelfe diſorderly) I ſay, it hathra particular intentt- 
on againſt thar evill ſervant inparticular, that 4- 


his month; and abandon with. 


fides the generall notion of any that carrieth him-}] 


tichrift,whom 1he.Lord ſhall deſtroy with the breath of | 
b. Kt of hu. 
the. bloud. of the 


comming; finding him drunke 


evill 


B 3 


—_—_ This evill ſervant, I fay, will be in a very | 
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evil and ſad condition, Our Saviour farther ex- 
prefleth this by adding one thing concerning the 
meaſare of this evill, that will befall the unfaithful 


| 


| 


ry, the miſery wilbe great; as this is done more out 
of knowledge , he which knoweth his maſters will, 


| which finneth hypocritically, againſt the light, a- 


in the miſery, and it will be more fearefull to 
them: it will be ſomething -rigated ro them 
which know leſſe, yet bad enough, as is expreſſed 
inthe 47 and 48 Yerſe. This was the firſt vertue 
that our Saviour cxhorts unto, watchfulnefle and 
carefulneſle to prepare that they may not be ſur- 
| prized with his ſudden comming. | 
2. The ſecond vertue our Saviour exhorts un- 
to, is ſpiritual wiſdome , although there be ſome 
 ambiguiry in ſome interpreters, either meckneſle 
or ſpiritual wiſdome, it is agreed upott. 
| There be two things wherein this is recom- 
mended ingenerall; - . 


Saviour tels them, that this is that which 2ſt be 
expected, and may be preſaged and fore-ſeen. 1. It 
mulſt be expeted , Yerſ. 49. tor our Saviour tels 


them plainly, that he came ro ſend fire on the earth ; 
and not to makea carnall peace , but to conveigh 


thelight ofthe Goſpell;rhe events whereof would 
breed combuſtions , wicked men oppoſing the 
| preaching of t [pell, and of the godly; and 
this is made hoſe which arc 'neareſt to 
| them, in the ſame houſe, Fer(e 52, 5 3. Our Savi- 


our 


ſervant, and he propounds it as arule of the miſe-1 


gainſt conſcience, thoſe will have a double ſhare| - 


I. Inbearing «nbrotherly oppoſitions; and our. 
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of Covetoufneſſe. 


our prepares them with this before-hand , that 


- [they may mgeckely and wiſely beare unbrotherly 


,Oppolitions. 2. In which this meckneſſe con- 
fiſts more particularly , to forbeare brotherly con- 
zextion : Or, as ſome interpret ir, it may rather be 
expreſſed thus, to take care to make peace with 
God {o much the more, agree with thine adverſa- 
ry, it may commend brotherly conjunction : tor 
thoſe which ate brethren, they thall meet with 
oppolittons in the world , they had not need to 
devoure one another : Or, as many interpreters 
ſay, that adverfary is God, which, while weare in 
this world, we ſhould make our peace with, ſince 
we can have ſo little peace in the world, there- 
fore our Saviour puts his ſervants in mind,thar it is 
a great point of wiſdome, at the leaſt, to make 
their peace with God , that they may have ſweet 
comfort from him inthe middeſt of all bittexneſle 
inthe world, I omitted one thing that I ſhould 
have ſpoken, in oppoſition to the two things that | 
muſt be expeted, which the condition of the | 
Goſpell will produce, and that may be preſaged, in 
the 54. Yerſ. And he ſaid unto all the people, rv. If} 
men were but ſo wiſe to obſexve thoſe prognoſti- | 
cations of grace, and the way” of the times of the 
Goſpell,: as they areto prognoſticate-the face of 
the heavens, nh they ſcethe evening faire and 
red, they preſage faire weather , and'on the ap- 

earance of a.cloud, fowle weather: if men were 
{o wiſe in the face of Scripturs , they- might 


 fore-ſce when calmes and ſtorifies are: likely to 


"is , when they are like to fall eee agpoihieg 
| an 
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tbout worldly things, and ſo turning the Church 
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and affliction, and fo wiſcly might"prepare and 
arme for the ſame. | 

Our of all give me'leave to: mention one thing 


needfull, from the unfeaſonable and rudetmotion 
of the-worldly-minded man,' interrupting our Sa- 


It is no new thing nor ſtrange, that men ſhould 
bring carnall hearts to ſpirituall duties. 

You are not ſecure by being in the houſe of 
God , by hearing Sermons , but you may be full 
of - carnall thoughts, if you be not carefull ro 
purge them out , you may be thinking of your 
houſe, moneyes, or trade, talking, or bartering a- 


into an Exchange, or you may be gazing after 
poorerthings, this bodies faſhion, or that bodies 
dreſſe, bur cvery one ſhould be .carefull of that. 


| 
| 
þ £4: OM 
' | _ diſciples fibnld be wery carious toobſerve , and 


Toomit all other things, I ſhall onely faſtenupon 

one obſcrvation, and propound that, ſo as it may 

be comprehenſive to take the-very ſubſtance of 

the truth,-of the whole doctrine that our Saviour 
propounds, and T{hall exprefle ir thus. 

Covetouſyueſſe-is awice that is bardly diſcerned, it is 

| a ſubrll one; 'it is & wice largely ſpread , it is a 

| - gewerall ont; it it deeply rooted and riveted in 

the: ſoules of met y'andwill hardly be beaten ff 

with many reafons and &rguments much working 

- and chafing, it is a vice that is highly to be ab- 

- horred,ofe ayery-forule nature and; confequence; 

' «aud therefore a vice that all that 'will-be Chriſts 
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he ſtands jeering atanother ,man that” walks con- 


| may*receive'ſome prejudice; becauſe he'is not 
ks $8 * 


he'maine inthe obſervation : Bur before 1 enter} 


intorhe explicatvon of the point, 1 ſhall ''r. Pre- 


miſe 'one caution + there be 'three © forrs' of men | 
which happily may be here, that may take Tome | : 
offence ar' this-'doQrine, 'taking thingy ; irik a |} 


wrong hand,and heating them with a'wrong eate, 
which arc delivered right, ooo 
; 1. The prodigall man maylaugh in his ſleeve,and*} 
berxickled;' thinks he; Tam ſhor-free; this Sermon 
goncernes not me,jT am notguilty of thatfi/7 the 
world knoweSit; atidT proclaime it waltenongh, 

nd this'may'pleaſe him, and ſo harden him,while | 


NY WONT; NOLA) TION or DIY 
2," The fruzall an, he is cleave contrary, he1s 


ſober and a g00d husband,, -and' hethinks it his | | 
i{dometo be ſo, as indeed it is,m'a vertuall way, | | 


nd/with rmodention;, 'but he is offended, and 
hinkes this may touch him many wayes, t ns. 
thatt&himſelfe which is aimed againſt coveroul- 
Me, as thought were ſpoken to ws Led 


. > FI 3 
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which itinthe riehtpattand fine of vertue; he 
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; "37 The bberall man he may take ome offetice, | 
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i / Covetouſneſſe: - - GS | 
| - You ſeetvyery one'df theſe contained and inti- SerwzT.td 
mated if the yery wotds of our Saviour,although |7 T7 ; 
I mizhthavemade ſo many ſeverall obſervations, | : 
yet I choſe rather tocontra@ all into one: And I 
hold irvexy expedient foto do; rhat if a man can} | 4 
but remember the point, he may carieaway.all the | 
maine things'that are ſaid es F though] ! | 
be may forget 'orher particulars,” yet he may have | | 


v< © ner utollys 1 ws 
4 
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þ -oncly face trom. —— but.is conſcious of 9 
—Þc Ncnue; 20d yl dance- part. 
[gates confidence, and be {ecureinthaionever- | 
'tne, aSTthaugh he need no more;- wheteas2 man | 


1 


| 


'one. of theſe. whom ir. may-canceme,, that they | 
| may by. this.caution be adviſed. tarake heed of of- | 


Wuckrnem  thall propeund, 


rouſue ſe. 
|-vourta cleare the 


the Sond, by din of ir. | 
proper-p 

| ties of it: not ſuch.as might make ſignes and cha- 

4 cularly.in.the point... *_. 


— 


EDS oe 


' may. have one ventue,, . and be lake HI " | 
CET being out. of rhe be gina eto e| 

e ſhould natbe confideny, of that Co bebraer | 
extend himlſclfe to cvery one. And 1 dclire every} 


Fence or ſcandall, (Which. may hinder them inl 
hee Ray: 
2. Ando 1 core 0 the explain of che 
x. Something concerning, the- rams, c us| 
A. os and fo. tha index} 


» _ +» 
| af it; whatiris-.-/ | 
| 


ops 


by a-aifiribution of it; accondingto 3 
Thirdly, by a ſhort defignation of the | 
ractcrs of it, but ſuchoncly ag Taxgirfied parti- þ 


 - I This. oncly, I: ſhall nate canomning; the} 


I Arlige any thing, what, except finitche- name | 
Joe recd upon; for.names. and-werds play {it | 


- 


i 

| #anxe, covetauſueſſe, (for I cannot well gs about to £ 
: 
; 


| fink the. wands.) Tor omit all} 


£,andſa the definitionmuſtvaric, accor- 


phors, and, ſuch which are-fauther off, |. 


there vi 


_— GI mo 0-4 ada 339” 


= 1 th... * 


{honour Juſt, and riches: Now we have noching; 


{frrictly than is neceſſary, they would have cove- 
| ]touſheſſors bean inordinat f | 


Dy — «- 


honds all iniradineve eſſe, more than that which is| 
proj erly called roverſreſs, or which our Saviour | 
[ara tin this place Fovetonfrrfſe or roncap:ſrewce af- | 
&rafiything,ir may reach to allthings inordinatly: 
deſired +iAs for Ehample, to mention but three: 
createres, that there may be concupiſcence after, | 


to dowith it after rhis laive ſenſe. $145 2nnh/tn 
-- 2»: It istaket ina ffrif# ſenſe, which I deſire nat | 
jan of; -_ _ = ſorne Divines, | 
as indeeetevery one will have his owne apprehen- | 
fron, and yet there is to great difference ive 
party ſo long as things are agreed on, Iſhall never | 
make contention about words, for rhat were bur | 
to hinder all knowledge. L | 

Know therefore , ſore take the word more 


eappatite onely in re- 
gard of keeping and Freie raheb/, and not-ro} 


A freer? 6: | 
3. Itake it here in a moderate indifferent ferſe , 
and foitisall inordinate deſire toward riches in 
that exceſſive way, our affeRions and inclinations 
being ſet on them" inordinately : Ttake covetoul- 


botlt defiting inordinately;; and getting inordi- 
nately;and ſaving inordinatclyzither defiring;ger- 
ting, or ſaving inordinatcly; this is covetoultieſle, 

. And thisbeing premiſed concerning the werd, 


__—_—... 


{I ſhall in-che ſecond phace' indetivotit to/exprefſe 
| -b- {TW C 2 thel : 


i 


4 . 
ts I: 


nefle in that middle ſenſe ; which comprehends | | 


of Covetonſneſſe. 1. 3 [MX 
= OG — —— _— —_ mon = —_— 

theres 2 chreefold Intirade of this word. 

x, Aris rakeninatwrye fonſs, hd [o it compre- 
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POOR" YT Oo oe oy oo oe. we 4 


the nature,of ity, tixit, in abyiefe deſcription, which] 
PLomile,npr robe accuraten, becauie it.js poriealit 
ro.define it accurately, for\an.accarate 'definition 
. ſhould haye nothing but the meere. eſſentials, and 
all che eſſentials, :which is wonderfull hard. jn.all 
things, cfp<cially; in moxall thzings,. but rather; a 
rade drauzhtor deicripuon,, which may be. ſuffi- 
cieat for ordinary, underſtandings ,. andyfor-the 
.generall, uſe of men: '. What, conceive ſuf! 
cient for the gature of | he. things Þgxprefſe 

Achus.!, 7 TERA OTE) I) «fr: naplergt 1. : |! 
Coverouſntſſe s g morall vice, ar rin dinate affe, | 
#ion toward riches, or. worldly, things, mbereby the 
| whale hears of. 2148 i inglned excaliort theretog anf 
tnordwately carried, taivards . thew x, ariſmmg raw 4 
Jndgewenk pervented , and producing perverſe. fruit) 
or a&H100S.. ao), want. mini of 

,; There, bee, tworhings tobee,Gilareg. and in:| 
larged jn, bricte,, for ir withbe, acesllary,30-lay 


's 


the foundationthorvughly, becauſe the tive wn! 
'| der{tanding of this comprehends all. that ſhall be 
; | builruponit: As theres in. all 'dcfcriprions, the 
geverall nature and rhe. particularqature wherein 
the formality of the;thing confiſts: (So.ivis 1n this 
deſcription, for it. containes., 42] 
I, The generall nature c 
LINA Ot ttm rents nn: Rac 
' | L.:1t £446: forthere be two,kinds of diſpo- 
firzons which the. ſoule. of _man'is capable of; 
there isa crooked diſpoſition anda ſtraight; . that 
diſpofition of the ſoulewhichis right in the right 
; frame, toward anything , rhat diſpoſition is ver- 

ge Gs, tuous, 


- 


fchis, itis a vice, anda 


—— 
—— —_— 


——_ " _ MY I OO A TO Over od 
CT I Ee SY nr) MOR eV. aleyr Oi 7 AERIE Is IT RT IN Se ee dE ad "_ 


DE Foto INS +2) 


| 


{-it isa moral deformitie: Now. in a_morall vice 


: | becauſe I would have this deſcription, though 


particular thing., but- for afiy man to framea de- | 


| man, andthe ſoule univerſall; and ſo it is, 


| are theproner ſeat ofevery. morall vice or vertue. 
} I conceive the will and the affeQions are in reality | 


|the generallopinion of ll the learned, the proper | 


: -of »Covetouſneſſe.' | 


tnous, andthere is-a. crooked diſpoſition; and 
ftharis, whenthe ſoule is-nor-in its: right remper, 


and that is vice: being-not inthe rank of vertuc, 


| which is a commendable ornament rhar beautifies |: 


the ſoule,bur inthe rank of vice, which is a ſtaine 


andaſporthat defiles and ſhames the foule. 


; 2:It is a oral{ ice. There be two: forts of | 


| vertues and vices, telleffuall, and morall; wil- | 


dome is anintellectuall vertue, and ſo allthe preg - 
nancyof the intellecuall part of the underſtand- 
ing , theſe excellencies of the underſtanding are | 


|inrelleQuall vertues, butthis is nane of thoſe, bur | 
:|amorall vice,th-rebemorall vices which corrupt 


mens hearts, rhe. inclinations of their ſoule being 
corrupt, their underſtanding, and the will and 
affe&tions are corrupt , and this is of that nature, 


there be theſe two things which are moſt princi- | 
pally: confiderable, and I ſhall briefly touch them, 


rude, yet uſefull , not- onely: for deſcribing this 
ſcription of vertues orvices/by. . - \;' :-. 
' Two things are.moſt conſiderable-in a mo- 


rall vice. 45A UTIEST : 
Firſt; the ſeat of ir, and that is: the ſoule of 


. 


- 1. Formally, inthe will and affeftions, which 


[the fame, and withour all queſtion, according to 


C 3 = ſeat 


J 


| 


SKEW 


| 


} 


| principallprobe an inordinaceaffetion; yet with-| 


E 


| 


, 


The Arraignement 


ſcar of every morall vice or vertuc is inthe adfe- | 
Qions , inthe right or wrong temper of theaffe- 
Rions or will; when the wilt is right fot, it hath]. 
attained to yertue; when itis wrong fect, it hath: 
attained to vice: therefore I choſe to deſcnibe.-it| 


_—__—— 


all I added fomeotherthings { becauſe there is a 
though the proper feat be inthe will, yet it hath 


{an influenceinto, anddefilesrhe reft of the facul- 


tics: andfſo it is, : - | 


-is a concurrent diftamper in the-underſtanding, it 


framing awrang j neand opinion; for that 
45 the radix whence: _—_—eWs aremil- led and 
miſ-informed; and as alt vertues, ſo-allvices arc 


formally and radically-inthe underſtanding , and 


; of rhe foule towards vertues or. vices, towards 
; right or wrong, is manifeſt in ordinate or inordi- 
| nateaGs;, T ſay, inthe-afions, though: vice be- 


actions. "RI. IL 3 
| Secandly, the fecond thing conſiderable in 2 
morallvice orvertue; isthe! fate, natureandiqua- 
hities. of them”, wherein you may: obſerve: two 


things. x. The line, or horizes , that divides be-|| 
Pn vertue and vice. . 2. The rule, by which we 


generall pollution of the ſoule by chis vice ) al-| 


| 2. Radically, inthe underfanding , for there is|| 
' no deformity inthe will and affeQions ,; but there| - 


all the reſt of 'the, faculties- of the-foule;, 10|, 
brhey are, oat 7 230 ft 
3- Fertnally, 1 he aftions , for the propentity | 


ſeated 'formally-in:;the will, and radically -inthe| 
underſtanding , yet it: appearesvertmlly inthe. 


R—_—_—_— 


+ | finde | 


of Covetouſneſſe, = 


venue and vice,. b exprofſe:thus: wher. a-mart 
kcepes the golden pathof mediocrity; then a nan 


ſwerve;cithertothe right hand; orto the left, ci- 
| 
vertue, and fo a man isin hazard-of vice. 

2. The wit of this mediocrity: The:Philofo-| 
phers, asthe Naturaliſts obſerve; found no ocher | 


rue runs even, as wiſdom 


it muſt be the voice of judg gement and diſcretion 


& 


| that muſt judge of all 


e more Theolopically$ it is the will of the 
writtenpartly in his: ewne breft;. in the Holineſle of 


[it was not depraved:, and full of lighr and beaw 


* A "n 


4 
i 
| 


findeout this line. The line that divides betiwixe. 


is ia the rightlineof verwwe, when hiswayes are} 
equmoniall, even, when he'fwerves from this, hjs | 
aftcions, and:fo his ations, depending on thee), | 


| ther to cxceſſe, beyondthe lines. or defect, fhorr| 
of the line ; then is anaberration fromthe line of} 


compaſſe tofinde outthe + OE ver-[ 
e ſhall direQzthe truth-i5, | 


tvenues; copreſcribe | 
the path-of the affeftions, a right and doe temper} 
muſt be kept; andthatthey may bein aduetem- | 
| per, all muſt be deſcribed by wiſdome: Bur'ro| 


wiſe God that is the rule of: mediocriey; which is | 


his owne nature, asthe way'thatrmen: muſt walke'| 
in; partly written imonr hearts, ſo farre as they | 
come-moright reaſon, to bejudged cither as-ren- | | 
| forvisorigmally right;orreftified. . Intime of in- | 
| aocency, reafon was a competent judge; becaufe| 


ty. all darkneſſe being diſpelied(by choſe lieaven- | 
ly beames). which-did ferve for the: guiding of a | 
{ mans life, but now nature'is corrupt, and it is as | 
hard ro have right reaſon, avitisto fay whar me: | 


GIOCTtY 


15 
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| 
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The Arraignement. 


diocriry is, therefore 1-add in the third place, writ. |. 


tex-in the word, as the will of God is written in his 


owne breſt, inthe holinefle of his owne nature ,| . - 
and in our hearts; ſo all vertue is but an extra& of] | 


ſomething in'the mount , according-to that pat- 
terne which isleft written intheword ,- God: re- 
vealing to his people his will, andthe way of ho- 
linefſe, which is pleafing and acceptable to him, 
chat muſt be the judge and rule by which we muſt 
diſcerne the line of mediocrity;,wherein vertue 
conliſts, '{wervingfrom which in the one, or de- 
fect inthe other, is vice. 
ning the generall nature of it,that it is a vice, and 
amotallvice.s: :: if no ily on wn | 
2. Now to add ſomething concerning the par-- 
ticular , that which makes the formality of this 


\ TI. Something me *generall, 


from other vices , I would propound- but two 


| conſider the 
| ObjefF, and the .A& towards that Object. - | 
I. The 0bje#; for every kinde of vice or yer- 

| tue receives its ſpecies from the Objet : now the 
Object is riches, the obliquity of it is by way 

' of exceſle, as the obliquity of the ſoule inmatters 
of. pleaſure is luſt or wantonneſſe, in matters. of 
honour is pride or ambition: Covetouſneſle isthe 
obliquity which is in reſpec of riches and world- 


ly goods, that is, whenwe are carried towards. 
them inordinately, aiming at more than is compe- | 
rent : what 15 competent, may be judged by nature, 


And io much concer-| 


vice of covetouſneſſe , that you may difcerne it | 


b 


F þ 


F 
þ 
i 


3 


whatis xeceſſary and ſufficient for nature, may be | * 
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| ter riches and uſing 0 


|dowes: upon the point they come both to the 
0 D ſame] 


of Covetouſneſſe. FT 


| judged by reaſon, whatis reaſonable, may be judged 


by fazth , now to be defirous;and covet, and luſt 
atter more than ſuch a competency, to go be- 
yond competency, beſides neceflity, reaſon or 
faith; this is a vicious diſpoſition roward riches , 
this isall I ſhall ſay in generall concerning the ob- 
ject, that itisa vice, the exerciſe whereot gives a 
vicious tincture and perverſe inclination to the 
ſoule, when'it hath to deale with riches; onely let 
me add by way of caution, moſt of all, both Phi- 
loſophers and others, make covetouſneſle to be 
a vice in the defe&, nor inthe excefſe:; I am hard 
to believe, bur it is the exceffive carriage of the 
ſoule towards riches, burthis is caſily reconciled, 
if men conſider vices with relatian to vertue, take 
the exceſle and the defett as they ſtand in the ha- 
bit to vertue, then coverouſneſle is a defect to li: 
berality ; for wr is the moderate ſecking af- 

them, prodigality is the ex- 
ceſle,and covetouſneſle prevaricates from the rule 
inthe mount,in,or by way of defect, exceſle, be- 
ing ſomething oppoſite : but if you take it accor- 
ding tothe obje, as they ſtand in habit with the 
objeRt: for my ownepatt, with ſubmiſſion-to 0- 


exceſſe, than in the defeR, in aca the ſoule to 
worldly things, whena manis like the woman in 
the Goſpell, that had a ſpirit of infirmity , bowes 


| downe toward earthly things: prodigality is a de- 


 fective Carriage, when a man regards them- not 
with duc moderation, but throwes all out at win- 


—— 
_ ——— 


TE OI 


-- 


thers, conceive that covetouſheſle is rather inthe{. 


| 


# 
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ſame point and iflue, and what I have ſaid of this, 


mm. 


may be {aid of all vertues and vices. 

2. More particularly, the cxorbitance of this 
covetouſneſle may be apprehended, partly by the 
oppoſition in which ir ſtands to other things, partly 
in 1ts Owne proper tetaper and diſpoſition. .. 1. For 


the oppeſitioen, there be two things to which cove- 


the ſameobjeR of riches, it isoppoled to, 
x. : Eiberality, inall the ranks and degrees; and, 
2+. To proargality ;, 1 onely note this by the 


tue upon the hnein:matter of eſtate, andthar is li- 


diverſe ways. 

Theloweſt rank to which covetouſneſle is op- 
poſed to liberality,: is frugality z he: which is fru- 
gally libcrall, which hath but a meane cſtare, and 
in a meane buſineſle, chough he be ſparing, yet he 


ding to the proportion of the cſtare, nature, and 
condition of his-bufineſſe, 

The middle ſtory to which covetouſneſle is 
oppoſed to liberality, isthat we call moderate libe- 
rality, that is inthoſe which have bur ordinary e- 


and not tO aime at great proportions 40 ordinary 
cales, menof ordinary places, ordinary liberality 
isthe true character. 


The Arraignement | 


rouſneſle is oppoſed in the ſame ranke, reſpeRing |. 


way, although we generally mention but one ver-| 


berality ;' yet this liberality may have a threefold | 
latitude, -it may comprehend three diſtin | 
branches, the diſtin&tion of which-may be raken| 


keepesthe charadterand wemper of. verrue, accor- | 


ſtates, and in ordinary caſes, to be fimply liberall, | 


- Thehigheſt ſtory is »4gnificence, to be more 
: than 
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{than liberall, toexceed proportian, either taken 


trom' proportion of a mans eſtate, asa great man 
1s not liberall, except he be magnificent, propor- 
tionable to his/eſtare, or to thething, the buſineſſe 
he is aboutto at, a man is rot liberall to the 
publike good, which is barely liberall, if he be 
not magnificent according to his eſtate, and pro- 
portionable to the publike good , it is nor right , 
for magnificence is thetrue temper of liberality , 
which magnificence may be taken in reſpetof 
two ſeveral things. 5s. 

I. 1a regard of the per(o» in whom it 1s:. there 
be perſons which are of meane condition, it 15 e- 
noughtor them, according to their eſtate and con- 
dition, to be trugall; and ſo they ſhall carrie 
themſelves vertually, though they goe no farther 
than frugall liberaliry, withreſpedt to theirmeanes 
and condition. Others , which are of a middle 
ſort, it is not enough for them to be frugally libe- 
ral], but they muſt be /iberally Liberal! , or els they 
come within the compaſle of  covetouſneſle, 
though it be not ſordid and baſe covetouſheſle, 
yet they arc not without the verge. Thelaſt rank 
are thoſe which have fulleſt eſtates ; it is not e- 
nough for them to be frugally liberall, nor liberal- 
ly liberall, they will not avoid covetouſneſfſe, ex- 
cept they be magnificently hiberall, ſtill to keep the 


- | proportion: if he'which hath a great eſtate, doth 


no morethan he which hath a meane one, or an 
indifferentone ; he doth covet baſely, becauſe he 
doth not magnificently, as his eſtare affords. 
2, Inregard of the Is, and —_—_— 
: | 


a 


. of Covetonſneſſe, | 
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'N | be three ſeverall caſes, in which theſe ſeverall 


GERM, 


| cloath thy ſelfe beneath thy eſtate; they allow 


ranks may be conſidered , and accordingly ex- 
preſlced, | | 
Fr. Triviall and ordinary caſes, and there frugal) 
liberality is ſufficient. g | 

2. Great and neceſſary caſes , and. there liberal! 
liberality is to be expreſled. | 
- 3. Yrgent aud extraordinary caſes, and there, ac- 
cording to a mans proportion, magnificent libera- 
lity is required. kt 
I -remember an obſervation that the Rabbins 
have, irmay be it may pleaſe ſome of this- audito- 
ry, but ina perverſe way; I deſire there may be 
no miſconſtruction, they give this rule, to have 
every man carry himſelfe according to his. eſtate, 
the thing they ſpecific is in matter of cloathes, .or 
apparell, they would have every man keep to his. 
eſtate, and yet they allow of ſome exceſle, and 
ſome defeR, yet ſo, as liberality. may rule: the 
thing is this , cloath- thy wife above thy eſtate, 
cloath thy children according to thy eſtate, and 


exceſle on the one ſide, and defet on the other , 
and ſo upon the point they are made even, if 
there be exceſle in one,moderation in another,and 
defeQt inianother,” that makes the ſupply ; the 
thing I note it for, is not forthe particular, but for 
the generall, according to the three ranks how we 
may 1egulate-our. ſelves, according to the three 
rules,:and thoſe according as the caſe requires, 
whether ina way of frugality, hberality, or mag- 


nificence: I give butthis rule proportion to that, 
| for 
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for matter of dict and apparell, an ingenuous fru- 
gall _—_ is commendable, rather keep within 
the compaſke, it's the beſt rule of vertue that can 
be giver-inthis caſe, becauſe the exceſſe, or inch. 
=. to exceſſe, doth but foment vice, as cxceſle 
indier;ſloathfulnefle, which hinders and impaires 
the intellecuall parts, excefſein apparell-is but a 
flag of pride, and an inclination to x: ' therefore 
[1n thoſethings the beſt rule is, to keep the temper 
of frugalicy, go ina liberall way, not ſordidly;but 
in a way of frugality, ratherunder, than above a 
mans eftate. | 
There be ſome other things, whereinthe cha- 
raer of liberality lieth, to be obſerved, I will 
mention but -two; towards the diligent labonrer, 
and towards the neceſſitated begger, and there goa 
little beyond the compaſſe 'of frugality; -be not 
penurious, pinching the labourers wages,and beat- 
ing it downe, orthe poore tradeſ-mans ware:- do 
| as you would be doneby; for it may be-better 
almes, and baſer coverouſneſle,. to grate upon the 
poore labourer, beat downe the hire upon” the 
| poore man that ſelleth his*commodity ; fo as he 
cannot live ;- herein goe in an ingenuous libe- 
rall way. | ET b 294 
\ There be other things that characterize magni- 
ficence, ina} publike ſervices,-which are-forthe 


publike good, forthe | of _ the Church,orthe 
advancement of the glory of Godz forthe good 
of the common-weale, or the ſervice of the King, 
andthe ſupporting his State and Honour, "the beſt | 
way is to baulk a and a" , tranſcend 8 _ 
L iberall 
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| liberall way, and Arauylike,, go in a magnifi- 


cent way , rather beyond our ſelves z - for.it I a- 


| bate (omething below. the rule in- dict and appa- 


rell, I ſhall have-ſcope to exalt my ſelfe above my 


ro which covetouſheſle, is oppoſed to; liberality; 
| comming ſhort thereof:is, when a man forbeares| 


felt in che publike good ; this was the firſt thing 
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ro goaccording ta thegule of vertue, and keeps 
aloof off, _E- rate od 


| for matter of ſtate, riches, throw all away in a 


| circumſcribed by any of theſe inordinate affe- 


worn) and diſpoſition of covetouſneſſe doth 


2. Ontheother ſide, coyetoufneſle is oppoſed 
to prodigaltty, itis fo farre from comming ſhort 
of the rule of moderation, that it exceeds , the 

denlineis afree, ingenuous, liberall uſing and 

pending theſe things, as diſcxerion ſhall preſcribe: 
butwhen: aman.is beyond the bounds, carcleſlc 


night, upon dice or vaine courſes, the extremity is 
inthe cxceſle, - | _— R 
2. But now, befidesthe oppoſition, the pro- 


characterize it, it doth infer? the whole ſoule, 

although formally ir be, 
1. Inthe affe&ronsgan inordinate affecting, and 
alovetowards money, love of having much, im- 
moderate defire , and immoderate griefe and ve- 
xation, if he have them not; immoderate feare,if 
there-be any danger of lofing them, it may be 


Rions, it'is the defire, or love,cither of them will 


ng org te or inordi fonts loyeto! 
ri fieQing Q that is the defilement of 
the fouls, in regard of the affeRions. ; 

fe 


_ Ys 


Tu "TR" 
% = 2 36 4 jo bs at » 


OY 3 CES IS b T3 [IPO INS # L " 4 co P l . 6 
> Fo NPR, : "$ IV o 
v : S eye 
F 
ny as 4 P 
amatenmu ae 
- . > _ ; - 
. 1 g » 
ne sw 1 
* - 
—_—. 


2 i Inthe apprehenſion radically,itis intheun- 
deritanding, which ariſeth from ſome miſconceit 
in the underſtanding; I wilt but mention one or 
two of the maine. In the underſtanding an over- 
weening of worldly things;' amanthinks there is 
a great deale more good and excellency, more de- 
fireable, and more conducible towards his happi- 
nefle andcontent, than indeed they do, he: hath 
Pat erroneous opinion concerning the 'excellency 
of'rhem , if he did noteſteeme thew-ſo- highty, | 
| he would never affe& them {ſo deeply ; for amans| 
affeions depend upon his opinion, 3 
There is another root of bitterneſfe;and that is 
arhcifine, or infideliy, or diffidence ; when men! 
are poyſoned with a low'efteeme of Gods-provi- 
| dence, thinking Gods Word is not to be taken 
heed of, they dare not truſt Gods providence, 
but themſelves; and their own ſolicitovs care; for 


roots of covetouſneſle in the underſtanding. 

3. It manifeſtcthit ſelfe in perverſe adF1ons, the 
ations are depraved. We 

1. The thoughts are tainted with caring immo- 
derately, alwayes plodding, running with thorny 
cares, vexing andtormenting the ſoule with de- 
fires , that he is continuallyupon the rack with 
carking and caring thoughts. | 

2. His ſpeeches are perverſe, athouſand ro one 

lif hisbreath ſmmetlnot of earth, all his talke is of 
his worldly bufineſfe , how he may compatte 
un poſſeſſion; if he would ſhew but as much 


loye! 


providing for themſelves , dare not pive any: al-]--- * 
lowance to Gods providence, theſe arethe maine] ' : -. - 
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were well. no? fl of, 

3. His deeds, they alſoare polluted.. 

- | Therebe two maine ations which are, inordi- 
pate; getting, andrhavinge...; / 1 vg 1 0 
-- I. Getting, falling oninordinate courſes, riches 

' muſt be had, however they come by them , by 

faire or foule play; covetouſneſſe isa ſnare puron 

by thevevill and our-owne: corruptluſt , which 

makes usventer (when we ſee a bait) upon any-in- 

ordinate aQtion. 


be pinching and penurious, ſcarce enjoying what 


parts /with ſo much bloud qut.of his veines, as 
pence our of his purſe; it goeth to; -his heart and 
ſoule: inordinate getting, keeping, and ſaving; 
[this is the firſt thing, Tadd bur'aſecond.; ::; 
2. Ascovetouſneſlc infeiFerh thewhole (onle, fo 

theinordinateneſſe of it appeares in the. exceeding 


CEE | Of God, 
in what love requires, and is eitheryOut ſelves, or 
| ._ © © CNefhbour. 


all theſe three things: 

Firft, that is apparent -covetouſneſſe, and 
weares vhe livery and cognizance of covetoul- 
nefſe, when it negle&s what love requires, and is 
either againſt religion, or juſtice, or charity, thoſe 


* 


love to God , as:he doth to'his-mammon , ir| 
Eyes © zany 


2. Saving and keeping will be inordinate;he will | 
| he hath it is a deathto. part with any-rhing.,- he E: 


The inordinateneſle of it ſhewes it ſelfe eſpeci- | 
ally inthe affetions; and. this I ſhall expreſle in | 


I 


FY 


that ſtick not to treſpaſſe on any duty of love, | 


Ummm 
3 FT-<P.. * . 


of Covetouſneſſe. 


I will mention all under that name 
guilty, | 

1. When men feare not-to treſpaſſe on the 
love of God, and of holy duties, love worldly 
things ſo, as they will diſpenſe with the love 
of God, trample on Gods backe , breake all. 


, are gecply 


vetouſneſle. 

2. When a man tramples moſt unnaturally 
uporr the love of a mans ſelfe, that which hee 
oweth to himſclfe; he will ſpend no time on 


have too little for the world, Nay, hee will 


ges, that he may grow rich, and ſcrape toge- 
they theſe outward things, he cares not though 


him. | 

- 3. When thc love of the world is predomi- 
nant, above the love of his neighbour , that hee 
can breake the law of juſtice or charity , break 


roſie ſticking in his fore. head. And not onc- 


when they break the law of charity , that can 

with-hold what they ought, or might do, or 

are called upon to do in- that way , wither his 
E 


rules of piety, rather than not come to his co-'| 


his ſoule, to feed that, for feare hce ſhould | 


ſtarve his ſoule , and body alſo, to ſave char- | 


hee pinch himſclte, and thoſe thar belong unto |, 


the law of jaſtice, ſo that he will wrong , de- | 
fraud, cozen, or cheat his neighbour any way, | 
or dammage him , accounting all to be fith that | 
comes to his net, ſo it may but feed his co-| 
vetouſneſfſe : this is arr inordinate affection to-| 
ward riches clearcly , the very diſcaſe and le- | 


y when men breake the law of juſtice, but |* 
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'hand from giving almes, ſtraiten him from his 
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own fleſh, it is death with him to part withany 
things, in a word, when he can diſpenſe with 'R 
the love of God, himſelfe, and his neighbour, | # 
breaking the duty of loye, juſtice and charity: 
and all for the love of money ; this is a cleare 
character of inordinatcnefle after riches , and 
worldly things. 
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Luxe, Chap. 12. Ver. 15. 


eAnd be ſaid unto them, take heed 
and beware of Covetouſneſſe, 


Eee Husof the deſcription of the n1- 
RESET turc of covetouſneſle; I ſhall add 
: S 'T a word concerning the ſecond. 
Rhea Sl. 2. Thediftribution of jt : and 
SE) ſoit may receive a diſtubution, or 
*. diſtinction, three wayes. 1. In 
regard of the ſubjezt. 2. Inregard of the ſtate 
in whichit may be. 3. Inregard of the degree. 
- I. In regard of the ſ#bje# , there is 4 double 
kinde of covetouſneſle. 

1. It may be incident tothe godly, as a concomi- 
text , being the xelick of originall fine, the ſeeds 
of all vices are in him, andſothereis a naturall 
propenſity ſtill remaining towards covetouſheſle, 
evenina godly man ; but i is but a concomitant, 
{ir doth not beare ſway at all in him; for in ſome 
meaſure it is ſubdued and mortzfied;, although. it 
may be ſomthing, more orlefſe, towards predo- 
minancy- It may be confidered in a godly-man 

| E 3 EO 
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altbefore it, ſometimes alſo it maybe reſtrained, 
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as diligent y oppoſed,a godly man is upon his watch, 
it there be any root of bitterneſſe in him , which 
inclines him towards covetouſheſſe, he will watch 
over it, and oppoſe and ſet himſelfe againſt it, he 
will keep a narrow watch over his foule, becauſe 
he 1s conſcious of his inclination thereunto, 

2. The other kind of covetouſneſle is incident 
to a wicked man, *and it is.in him* predominant, he is 
a ſeryant, and a ſlave, he mak«s it his calling, he 
gives himfelfe over ,” and ſubjes himſelfe to jt, 
it rules him, for he is wholly bent that way ,, but 
this admits of fome differency, wiz. even in a 
wicked man it may be ſometimes i»raged like a 
flame, with infinite fury; ſothat it bearcs downe 


there may be reſtraining grace in a wicked man, 
that keepshim from'exorbitancie, thoughthere is 


the fame"nature -of - covetouſneſſe : herein he is 
like the Foxe; the diſpoſition of the Foxe is to 
devoure when heis in the chaine; yet he deyoures 
not the Lambs,-becauſc he is' chained; a wicked 
covetous man may have: the fame wild diſpo- 


- H. Another diſtinRion of: covetouſneſſ> is, in 
regard” of the different ftate: of coverouſneſſe in 
thoſeperſons whereitis, godly: or wicked men , 


no ſaving'erace, to mortifie it, and fo-1t retaine | 


ſition in him, whicliis naturall, but God may bri- | 
dle & curb-him from aCing, and keep him infaire} 
termes; thatheis notſo outragious 2s many are. | 


there isnoeſtate wherein it is,'bir iris'a crime; | 
be it intheloweſt eſtate; 1.' Sommtitnes covetoul- 
neſle' may be criminall / as it may be'ſubſervient, | 
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| the ruling {inne, yet it.is ina man, and ſerves his 
turne, asa ſide-wind, to ſerve ſome other luſt. | 


| pride, which otherwiſe would be hungry , pride 


of Covetouſneſſe. 
not the maine vice , but a ſervant to- other VICES; 


covetouſneſle, as a (in, may ſerve ſome other luſt, 
although I cannot denominate covetouſneſſe to be 


As tor example : Sometimes 'a mans principal! 
finis. pride, now becauſe pride muſt have ſome- 
thing.to maintaine it, and therefore a man muſt 
uſe his covetouſneſle asa ſervant to his pride, to 
furnifh that, to bring him in trappings for his 


would ſtarve it ſelfe without it : this is frequent, 
men will ſcrape, and rape,and keep a foule adoe,to 

| opprefle, grate, and grinde the faces of men ;; yer. 
itis not-done principally out of covetouſneſſe, bur 

rather as ana of pride;  covetouſneſſe being a 

ſervant to pride :- alas his finne maynot be cove- 
rouſneſle, he glorieth not in hoarding up money, 

|buthe muſtlivear ſuch a rate, in ſuch a faſhion, he. 
\muſt have gay cloathes , . and he is neceſſitated: to 
be covetous;nor becauſe his inclination isthereun- 

'to, but becauſe he cannot elſe ſupport his pride. 

| Another corruption that covetoufneſſe waits 
upon, is Juſt + a man whichis givento luft;he can- 

notfeed his luſt without. meat and-drink, troſtuffe 
the por, he cannot maintain his harlots, or nouriſh 
himſelf in that ſin; nor furniſh himſelf without co- | 
vetouſneſle; and that makes him injurious,to ſteal 

from parents, or maſters , . uſe any trick-of- cove-: 


ſo that in both theſe- reſpes:covetouſnefle may * 


rouſneſſe , butir is not our of love rheteunto; c0-| 
| vetouſneſle is net his ſin, but aſervantto his Juſt; 
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be inaman, bur yet in the eſtate of a ſervant, 


| proud, butit iſſues trom his bags, his grcat e- 


- | athers-{o palpable, that it may be felt; theres 
@ſardid- baſe covetouſnefle, that all the werld| 


2. Sometimes alſo coyetoulneſle is not onely 


| parently denominate a man to be a covetous man, 

| akhoygh he may have other vices , yet-this is the 

| chiefe, this is his grace, and in this caſe cove- 

| touſneſle is a friend to him, ir is inſtead of pride, 
| for he prides himſelte in his great eſtate, and 
herein covetouſneſle is not a ſervantto pride, but 
the very throne of pride, which makes his pride 
fit higher , heis proud , but upon conceipt of his 
great heape of money , looking over the ſhoul- 
| der of his poore neighbour , and-thus a man is 


(tate, covetouſneſle is the maine finne ; ſo inma- 
ny other kinds a man may inſtance , whercin co- 
vetouſneſſe is the - maſter-finne,, when a man 
makes it bis glory, and his very tradc, to gather a 
great eſtate-together, not for any uſe of ir,but that 
he canget {i h an eſtate. F 

HI. Thelaſt diſtinRion of cavetouſnefie is in 


are capable of degrees: Itmay be,in ſome leſe,in 
ſome mere, in ſome it may be hardly Cones, in 


may {ee a man i covetons, he beares it in his 
fore-head, inevery at that he doth, iq all his car- 
riage and courſe: Others flily'difſemble cave- 


rous; but more flily carrie the buſinefſe; men 


the cximinall, butthe capitelt vice, which doth ap-| 
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regard of: the degrees , as all vertues and vices,they | 


touſnefle ; are not {0 fordidly and ſo baſcly cove-| 


thatareinwardly covetous , difſemblingathe bu- 


{ineſle,} 
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of Covetonſneſſe. 
ſtneſle, or, at leaſt, carrying it a great deale better; 

2 Now to come. bricfly to the predicate ," or 
the thing we- affirme concerning covetouſneſſe: 
there be two things that I have propourided inthe 
| point concerning covetouſneſſe, - - 

Firft, ſomething i» regard of it ſelfe. Second- 
ly, ſomething in reſpec? as it fands tom. * 

I, In regard of zt ſelfe , there be theſe fourc 
properties of covetoulnefle that I ſhall note. 

I. Itisa ſubtilland a lie ſinne, hardly diſcer-| 
ned, by every man,neither in hinafelfe, nor others; 
a man may be in before he is aware ; -andthat ari- 
ſcth partly from a generall ground of vice, becauſe| 
all vices are ſubtill and flie, they can borrow | 
habits , and drefle themſelvesiin the attyre of ver- 
tues; covetouſneſle may claime kindred with,and 
go under the habit of frugality , partly, upon a 
particular ground , there is ſomething incovetoul: 
nefſe which makes it more hard tobe diſcerned ; 
becauſe there be more faire pleas for this, than fox 
any other finne in the world:: as, to provide fot 
children and poſterity,” for a mans eſtate and 
condition, to ſappott bis rank ; a thofand things 
a man may plead for covetouſnefle, thereis'more 
to be ſaid for that agreatdeale, than for many 0- 
ther ſinnes , as luxury and riot, nncleatiefieffe and 
filthineſſe, although they bg works of darktiefle, 
and men are aſhamed, if they once be diſcovered 
de fatto to beguiltyofthem, their mouthes are 
ſtopped . but this is more ſubtill ſnne, and will 
admit of -4 great mary eoliirs; therefore. it 
PI more cole; and is hirdly tobe diſcerned : 
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lathis reſpect it is a point of - Chriſtian prudence, 

to take notice of it, and, by the way, to make uſe 

| of this: Now there may be theſe two things de- 
duced,for it may be very uſctull for practiſe. 


1. Becauſe itisa {lie and ſubtill ſinne, I would 


| wiſhevery man,not lightly or raſhly to accuſe an- 


ET 


| 


| 


other man of ir, and upbraid him with it; but look 
to his warrant and ground for it, if it be ambigu- 
ous , and his ations may admit of a faire conſtru- 
ion, I muſt not judge him , I know not a mans 
eſtate, and many other ſuch like circumſtances 
may fall in, and therefore I may not preſently 
condemne another of covetoulneſle. 


2. Another point of wiſdetne, rather more nc- 


.| ceflary , is that we ſhould noteafily excuſe our 


ſelves , preſently bleſſe not thy ſelfe , as if thou 


| couldſt ſhun, decline, and avoid all reproof,think- 


ing this anne of covetouſneſſe concernes not me, 
irdoth not hit meſo home; in many things it is 
hard to prave that which is clearcly true: a man 
cangot by the law. prove a man is drunk,unlefle he 
be ſo groſlcely drunk, that he is not able. to keepe | 
out of a carts way , .and many other ſignes of a le- 
| $4 proofe, axe hard, .but yet a conſcientious proefe 

wiszt Gedanda mans owne conſcience , may 
be diſcerned: though thy-ſiane be ſuch aflic ſinne 
as coveteuſneſſe , that another man's loath, hap- 
pily, to charge it upon thee, remember it is a ſlic 
ſinne, and may lie at the heart, fuſpethy ſelfe 
therefore, and donot eaſily excuſe it. | 

2. Itis an «#iverſell and generall finne, largely 


dſperied, our Saviours' words implie ſo-muth, 


therefore} 


—_— 


- 


p_ 


| your eyes : and withall; it implies that it is a genc- 


| may doc it under pretence of religion, they (as he 
- 


and yet notwithſtanding , their defires may be as 
|large ashell; there maybe as much coverouſheſle | 
man, as.1na rich. man. | | 


of Groctouſneſſe. 
therefore {th he, 74ke heed and beware ” theres a: 
double caution, asif he had {aid, you had need to 


{in, a Jugler, that will caſt athouſand miſts before 


rall ſinne, I ſpcake tsall of yp, faith qur Saviour to 
his Diſciplcs,and others alſo, as if this were a ge- 
nerall root of: bitternefle all the world over; and 
in.truth iris ſo, a mag may ſee it univerſally:tor, 
altogether free... 1 | 

1: Wicked men, ſome ſeeme towalke contra- 


4. he 


{ai 


9 NG many.men are. againſt drunken. | 


| ſtates, under a vizor of godlineſſe they keep men 
| ſober, ſo that a man-may pretend religion,and yet 
| within have aggorof covetoulneſle. j 


Il. ts ioall forts and .ranckes of men. | 
I, Poore.menthinkthey are-not capable of it, 


watch, ard to looke narrowly tout, it is a ſlie| 


1... There isnoraxk or fort of men , which are | 


\1na poare 
| it Rich men.it-is.evident thattheyare excee- 
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| ding obnoxious to it,the having of much, increaſ- 
eththe delire of having of more. 

3. Iris to be found among all call;nes, the Ci- 
tizen, the Countrey-man, the Trades-man, the 
Gentleman, the Miniſter, the Lawyer all callings, 
whether Civill or Ecclefiaſticall ,' even: Church- 
menrmay be ſubje& to covetouſneſſe , it is a dil- 
eaſc thar every ranck may be infected withall. 

. 4s Inregardot every mans cond7rion, there is 
no.tex nor agetrees thoſe towliom itbelongs to 
take the care of families, womenalfo as they are 
more impotent, *their affections are more inordi- 
nate,and ſorthey arc more unreaſonably covetous: 
iwn-allagesivis, akhough it be more rare in youn- 
ger age,  covetouſneſſe is not ſo properthereto., 
youth is not free, butold age eſpecially. 
HH.. It is alſo a fenacions ſinne deeply rooted, and 
therefore :nor eafily laid downe , ofour owne ac- 
cord, athouſand to one, if a man lay it downe of 
his owneac cord, - to have ſomuchgoodneſſe of 


a thouſand doth it, nonoris it caſily allayed or bea-| 
tendowne', ngt by- thoſe -meanes by which vices 
may be cured. 20 
There are three things which may cure any 
vice. Firſt,the anthority of religion. Secondly , 
the waight-of reaſor.. Thirdly, the rrat? of time. 
x. Fhe beſtcuring is,when the author1tie of re- 
ligion will do it, if when a man hearesthe word of 
| God,a manis readieto ſay, ſpeake Lord forthy 
{crvant heares , thar. man is 1n a good temper, 
when he-will be beaten from vice by theword of 
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himfclfe as roiftrip himſelfe of this vice,not one of | © = 
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God, God hath ſo much authority over his ſoule, 

that if hee heare this finne is diſpleafing ro him, 
he will owne none of it, but throw it out of his 
hands,as children many times at the very word of 
their parents, andthis is the beſt : but covetoul- 

neſle is ſo tenacious,and rooted in many, as many 
words from God will not worke , to get it 
removed: our Saviour here is faine to uſe many 
words and arguments, beſides his owne authority 

his bare word will not doe it, Wy 
2 The wateght of reaſon may ſtep in and ſecond. 
religion, ſhewing thedeformitie and baſeneſle of 
ir, and convincing the conſcience,and yet this will 
not do it: furcly that is not a good temper , when 
men will not be regulated by reaſon, when it is 
neither wit nor reaſon that will make the cure, 
our Saviour is faine to heape reaſon upon reaſon, 

I dare ſay,never any thing more larger dilcourſed 

of, and more fully convinced, then our Saviour 
doth here inthis Chapter, and in Matthew , and 

yet all reaſon will not doe it, not beat ir downe it: 
was ſo tenacious, and ſtickt ſo clofly. 


nor weight of reaſon, yet 14m it ſelf will cure them: 
love is overcome with time, bur time doth nor 
cure covetouſneſle, but rather inflame it : the lon- 
ger a man is acquainted, the lefſe he growes wea- 
ry, ſecing no inconvenience 1n this finne of cove- 
touſneſſe, although it pinch him a thouſand times, 
and ride him baſcly , yet (thinks he) it is no ſuch 


nn and baſe, that it tramples upon his nature, 
F. 3 and 


3 Many things, neither authority of religion, | 


baſe thing , although indeed it makes a man fo | 
1 
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_ RM T1.) andhis ve ry excellencies , atid makes himabaſe 


drudge,and the longer he is init, the more beaſt- 
(like he is, the better he likes it : and whereas age 
cures many. diſtempers , time when it comes to 


rhemſclves out of breath, with their fooliſh waies ; 
-but covetouſnes growes upon a- man in hisage, 
the nearer a man growesto theearth, the gre-dicr 

he is after the earth, his mouth will be full of earth 
one day,and yet qu0.m7inor wiazeo plus wiaticum,the 
leſſeway he hath ro goe,the more tenacious he is. 
4. Whichis the principall thing , it isa moſt 


| dangerous ſinne, afinne of a dangerous and a hidi- 


ous conſequence. Ithought now to-have demon- 
ſtrated it by ſome places of Scriprure, 'wherein I 


| ſhould ſer downethe black ſtampe, and fearefull 
- | name that this ſinne hath,ſo tearefull that it ſhould 
make every .man ſhie of it, and abþhorre it, yea, the | 


very thoughts of it ; for there is nota blacker finn 


ordinary morall finne, then this ſinne of cove- 
touſneſle. 


rouch ſome of them, beſides many #egative exam- 
ples which Divines doc obſerve : there is not atry 
one man 1th Scripture which was noted for a god- 
ly man, which hath ever beene tainted with this 
{inng of covetouſneſſe ; not any one example, 
though you may meet with examples of many 
| fins,yet with none of this : Noah was touched with 


Peter denyed his maſter, we ſhall not meet with 


end, frees a man, being wearie , and having runne |. 
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inall the booke of God, in ſome reſpes, of an} 


Some examples I fhould pive , Ifhall briefly.|. 


drunkennefle , David with murder and adulterie, | 
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any one inſtance, that the Scripture approves for a 
godly man, that was ever tainted with this finne,it 
is ſolittle kin to godlineſſe : not that I will ſay , 
thar there never was any, yetit ſhewes ,-it is very 
farre from pictie ana Chriſtianitie, fromthe way 
thereof : and thoſe affirmative examples that we 
have ofany that were covetous , we ſhall ſee they 
are {ct downe unto us, to ſhew, that they are moſt 
contemptibleperſons, as the moſt vile and odious 
perſons 'to be abhorred. I had thought alſo. to 
have ſhewed it by ground of reaſon : briefly in ge- 
nerall;torouch it but in a word,reterring the main 
of this, the application, tothe next time. There 
betwothings , by which. a-man may ſcethedan- 
ger and follie of this finne of covetouſnefle. 

I, 1t oppoſeth all the good of nature, and allthe good 
of erace;it checks all graces, and the wayes there- | 
of, and the whole Spirit of grace, it caſts a dampe 
and chokesa man from hearing the Word, from 
doing the worke of the Lord, and thriving by.the 
meanes of grace, itſtifles every grace inthe ſoule, 
the groweth of it,it chokes all the good of nature, 
ſothata manthat is: tainted with this finne, hath 
not common humanity;no-bowels of compaſſion, 


as though he were made of flint , it doth fo farre | 
eftrange him fromthe power ofthe cxce!lency of | 


grace,that it degrades him ofallthe ſweerneſlc of 
Nature. | _. 

| 2+ Theſecond generall thing is., thatit expoſ | 
eth him to all kinds of wickedneſie, there is no evill, 
whether of ſin or pu#;ſhmens,but covetouſneſlc cx- 
poſeth amanto, 0 — 
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1. Itkadsa man into a'thouſand ſnares, hee 
which is once ſet on with a greedy defire after the 
world, will not ſticke to commitany finne inthe 
world,to run upon the ſwords point, heeis drawn 
into the trap by the baite : ſuppoſe a man hold a 
peece of gold ar the end of a ſack; the Divell hee 
doth ſo, a coyetous man he will creepe into the 


ſack to be catched by the Divell, and caſt :into| 


hell; while he goeth into the ſack after the gold. 
It expoſeth a manto all kind of puniſhments, both 
becauſe it takes away allthat watchfulneſle, that 
men obſerve'northe ſeaſon of danger : hence it is, 
char our Saviour wiſheth them,to #4ke heed of being 
overcome with ſurfeting, and drunkennes,andthe cares 
of this life,left that day come on them unawares :4 man 


| 


whichis laden not only with drinke, but with lu- | 


xury,, 'he grows wanton, and ſo minds not when 
evill approacheth to avoid the ſtorme; this is the 
drie drunkenneſle, the cares of this life., if a man 
be overburdened, buſie,plodding after the world, 
it makes him forgetfullof himſclfe, I remember a 
Story, of a City in Sicilia being beſciged by the 
Romants, the maineexperienced and moſt artifici- 
all man in the City was one Archimedes , he uſed 
many devices, and did many wonders, but at laſt 
for all his ſtratagems the City was ſurprized, the 
Souldiers brake in, and great meanes was made to 
finde out Archimedes, at laſt,the Souldiers hearing 
wherehe was, brake into his houſe, and he was in 
his Studie, he never tooke any notice that the Ci- 
tie was taken, when the Souldicrs opened his Stu- 
dy doore, they found him bufic,drawing lines in 
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of Covetouſneſſe. L 


.duſt,like ſome Mathematician,the Souldiers ſtood 
ſtill looking on him,at laſt, in ſcorne and difdaine, 
one of the Souldiers,ſfecing him fo barbarous, and 
 inhumane, drew his {word and killed him, much 
againſt the Generals minde : Although God be- 
ſeige us round about, though the Church be taken 
and ſurprized , though a mans owne houle bee in 
{ danger, yer if a man be bufte, drawing lines in the 

duſt after worldly things, he will take no notice of 
any thing, nor uſe any meanes to prevent it, ſee no 
'danger,and ſo notbeableto avoid danger. 
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Lux, Chap. 12. Ver. 5. 
eAnd be ſaid unto them, take heed 
 andbeware of Covetouſneſſe. 
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| predicate, what we affirme concerning it : which 
| we.came tothe laſt time : briefly to give you the 


 — + 4 


| | Firſt, that it was a ſubtile ſinne, not eafily diſ- 


L 


- »\ 

= T Sy words,and it was this, that cove- 
: touſnefſe was a finne , ſubtile,uni. 

verſall, tenacious, anddangerous: 

cautiouſly to be avoided by all, 

and carefully to be watched and wardedagainſt. 

Two things wee propounded inthe handling 


8 ew-what was .mcanf by covctoulnes, 
which we have already done. | 
Secondly, to ſpeake ſomething concerning the 


| Inreſpe&t of it ſelf, covetouſnelle, foure things 
weaffirmed. 


cerned. 
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Second;a univerſallfinne, ſcatce any, more or 

kfle,bur arc coverous, all are tainted-with it. | 
|  PThiraly, thatitwasa tenacious 11h, that ſticks 
faſt,and cleaves cloſeunto us; 5c. Covetonineſſe 
is{orevitreqinto men, thatwecan hardly get it 
out. | 
_ - Fourthly, itisa ſin of dangerous-confequence 
and great importance : I ſhall only a little inlarge 
uponthat, it being the'ngaine thing inthe point ; 
I will iUuftrate that, partly by Scriprnre, partly by 
reaſon .l mentioned then, (though I ſhall not name 
all) thatrhere were many pregnant Texts of Scri-. 
pture, which repreſerit unto us; the dangerous nz 
tureand' condition of this finne-: Colifltant 3:5: 
Mortifietherefore your members which are upon the 
earth, fornication, uncleanneſie, inordinate affetFion, 
evill concupiſcence , and covetouſneſſe which 11464. 
trys marke there, 'hþw covetouſheſſe-js-yoked!, 
and whatis the conſequence of &, althoughitbe a 
farre more ſubrile ſine; hardly Yiſcerned, yet it is | 
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rancked with fornicarion> the finnes that'all the 
world cries ſhame of, the Spiritof God rancks it 
among thoſe -:- nay:more then'fo, it-ſets a fpeciall 


nance for fornication,ſ{carce didever any for cove- 
touſnefle, the world rakes'no notice of ſuch'per- 
ſons, theworld- hath ſetadiiltetieinawhite ſheer, 
bur God hinaſelfe hath Namiped ablatk brand on 


brandon that abvve all thereſt; miny doe'pe- | 


it, covetenſneſſe whith'is idolatry ; itisrrue, there is 
no {in that carrieth the heart inordinately towards 
fany.creature, butit may berermed idolatry : the 
bariovis the luſtfull mans idol], hemakes an idv!! 
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| thar xeſpe&, - there is a great deale of propriety in 


inthis.ſecret finne,, which the world: takes not ſo 
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of her : preferment. and honour-is theambitious 


and therefore for that generall. reaſon, covetoul:. 
neſſe is called idolatry : Butthere is aſpeciallevill 
in, coyctouſnceſſe which makes it idolatry in a 
deeper, dye; a covetous man befides that in the ge- 
nerall reſpeR, his money.is his idoll-in the particu- 
lar heputs truſt init , he hatha confidence init, 
andthat is the greateſt honour that God can have, 
when wecanput truſt, and-ſecure our ſelves, and.} 
beare our ſelyes out upon Gods protedion, andin 


thoſe words to this-ſinne : for which things ſake the 
wrath of God commeth upon the children of diſebedi-\ 
ence, wver(. the 6. It is not only true af other finnes, 
which may detaken notice'of,but.toprgvoke God 


much notice of, for. thjs, thing the wrath of God] 
commeth;yponathechildren ofdiſobedience. 

One, remarkabls.place wee have inthe firſt of 
Timothy 6..9.,10. . But they that vvill be richfalk into 
a temptation, and a ſuare, and into many. fooliſh and 
hurtful luſts, cc. For-the love of money us the root of 
all eill, which while ſome coveted after, they have m 

| real 


ory" cwon 6.7. 
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red from the faith', and prirced themſelves through 
with many ſorrowes : this isas fulla place as Ican 
well conceive : thoſethat will berich, tha are! 
mad after the world,they are ina moſt dangerous 
condition: ſuch men caftthemſelves upona thou- 
ſand dangers, every expreſſion, every word is full 
of weight, I will nottake itnow on me. to dilate at 
full unto you on them, I will leave it to your owne 
thoughts: 2t i the root of all evil, will only ſpeak 


may be the univerſall rootof all evill in that man; 
ſothar it may be applycd farther then the matter 


phaticall in coyctouſneſſe above other things, that 
precipitates a*man 'into all evill, tor that man 
which is ſet upon gaine, will not ſtick upon any e- 
villcourſe that may advance him that way; it per- 
verts theeyes of the wiſe, makes them blind; thar | 
they can ſceno danger: thus weſee ,)thatit isthe 
root of all thoſe evills, which do ariſe in that man 
which is bent upon covetoulnheſle ; but there bee 
ſome other men which goe not upon the root of 
covetouſneſle, but upon ſome other grounds, and 
ſo:may breakeinto-many evils. 

Andtherefore there is a caution to be obſerved 


word, for coverouſneſle will notput a man into all 
kinds of evill; if you take it inthe ſtriQ ſignificati- 
on, for it will not put him on prodigality , not in 
an ordinary courſe , Iſay,further then to.advance 
covetouſnefle , wiicwique aliquis eft ſumptus qui 
vult facere lucrum , a man muſt bee at coſt to 


|efrhis, - itistruc,any finne which ispredominant , | 


of covetouſneſle , but yet there is fomething em-} 


in theſe words, «ll kinds of evill , which is a large | 
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gaine oftentimes : -bur. to adde another- place. 
Another place to prove this,is 1nthe.1 6-0f Luke 


from any poſlibilitie of. recovering him .to a 


moſz, captious;man;itvthe:world:couldinoti ex- 
cept againſh; his. Sermon : : happily -in- any -mans 
Sermon there- may.bee ſome infirmitie -or- weak-- 
neſle, , ſo-that a man may. except/'againſt-ir'; 


- | touſneſle made. our: S.av 10 1x: himſelfe .deti- 
ced ; when men: deride. wiſdome it felfe;' this: 
is a'high pitch;, but: covetouſneſfe doth-this ! 
Therefore the Pſalmiſt makes a prayer: to Go'v, 


to 1thy Ti eftimonies , and-not to covetouſseſſe + im- 
plying, there is an..incompoſſibilitte betweene 


if a man bee, inclined to'covetouſneſſe, hee is 
; Cleane out of theway from-obedience to'Gov s 
commands, they are put inthe ballance one a- 
. . | 

gainſt an other, and. David therefore here de- 


| fires G o ». that hee would incline his-heart to|. 


 keepe his Teſtimonies, and therefore that hee 


{ would keepe him uprightly, free from cove- | 


| touſneſle, - 


verſe 14. And the Phariſees alſo wha were covetous|| 
heard all theſe things, and derided him : | A.covetous || 
heart is ſo farre out; of frame towards any good , 


good eſtate , that the meanes- of. grace are-but/' 
a ſcorne. and derifionito him : our: Saviour him- || 
ſclfe, I dare, hee bold: to ſay, theproudeſtand]} 
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bur our. $a v.1 0u ns Sermon was/ fot-&bno: ! 
xious toany. ſuch thing: And:you ſee cove-: 


Pſalme 119. werſe 36: Incline. my heart O Lord| 


| "egarcing Gops. Word , andiicovetouſneſſc : | 


I Corinthians Chap. 6. werſc10;compared with 
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j vetouſnes bars a man out of ' Heaven, there. isthe 


| aetherwiththe fornicators of this world', or with the 


Epheſians Chap. 5- verſe 5, yourhall finde that co- 


very ſame obſervation which I propounded in 
the firſt-place: , K#row you not that the unrighte- 
ons ſhall not inherit the Kinedome of God , by 


perſons are rancked with uncleane perſons , and” 
with Thieves, they goc altogether”, for they 
are-no- better then. Thieves onthe' High-way in 
G.o'p s cftimare;, and: ſhall as much bee barred 
out of -Heaven, how ſmooth a finne ſoever it 


dome of God, 1 Corinthians 5; 10.11, Not. alto: 


coverons , e&c:; Itis ſuch an odious ſinneand ſo ab- 


Sexw[l. 


Thieves, nox- covetons' + obſerve, that covetous | 


ſeemes ro-bee, ſuch-cannor inherit the: King: | 


horred of God:;, that' God, would have all men 
to 'abandon it , but -eſpecially this owne peo- 
ple, and therefore amongſt other perſoris which 


full not to eat with a covetous man : and there- 
foreinthe 11. verſe, 1f any man that is Called 4 
brother , bee-4 fornicator , or covetous', ec, with 
ſuch an one no not to eat: It 1s ſtrange to' {ce 'that 
they are-ſo contagious , and Joathſome , the 


4 


are vicious: and ſinnfull., hee warnes the faith- | 


onely -, that he - ſhould bee ſeparated from the 
Congregation”, there is.as much ſaid of a 'co- 


and profefſeth the Chriſtian Religion. , as for 


vetous perſon-, one- which is in the Church, |. 


Scripture faith no more 'of a Leprozs perſon, but] | 


| fother -men of the world , this .is not .meant 


'of theo here+,  but'if any man” which is a 
; Saint -of - G © + bee *covetous , with ſuch'a 
. _---:--_ 


| 
| 
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man not to Ear, they are excommunicated out ot 
the ſocictic of Gods people, covetouſneſle doth 
not only barre a man out of Heaven, but it barrs 
a man out of heaven upon carth, from the com- 
munion of Saints, and alfo from all things ho- 
nourable ina Common-wealth, or Church: co- 
vetouſneſſe makes a man unfit to rule, E xo. 18.21 
Moreover thou fhalt provide out of all the people ,4- 
ble men, ſuch as feart God, men of truth , hating co- 
veto neſſ , and place ſach over them, to be rulers of | 
thouſands : a man isnot in Gods choiſe capable of | 
the magiſtracy, if he be covetous :and there is ve- 
ry great reaſon for it, for that man that is a ſlave to 
his luft, is not fit for that place, it is not-to be ex- 
peed there will bee juſtice done by him , 
if he ſag too much upon the purſe ſide : for'that 
will keep dawn the;ballance of juſtice thar ir thall | 
not goc right. os | 
man is not capable of honour in the Church, 
if he be coverous, 1 Timnth. 3.3. Not givento 
Winezn0 firiker, not greed) of filthie Iucre, but patient, 
| 0t 4 brawler, nor covetous : A Paftor or teacher of 
theChurch of God, ſhould feed the lock of Chrif, 
and rule well , and therfore ſhould be free from 
covetoulneſle, nay, and hate coyctouſneſſe, for 
they that are coverous , are like to looke more, 
{and aime more at their owne adyancement, how 
they mayadvance themſelves, arid at their owne 
gaine,then at Gods glory,and the good of ſoules : 
atidtherefore not fir to geverne ina Church. 
2+ Belidestheſerteſtimonies of Scripture , let 
[me adde ſomecxamples, ſome I mentioned the 
laſt 
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'aſt day on the negative part ,that whereas w ith 0» 
ther ſins ſome of the Saints of God were tainted, 
gs Noah was tainted with drunkennes, David with 
murder and adulteric: it is obſervable,that nor one 
that beares the name of a real! godly man, js 
rouched with coverouſneſle. Twill only mention 
thoſe affirmative examples, two or three of them, 


| whereby we ſhall ſee, that they are as bad as bad 


may be,whichare ſtained with this vice of cove. 
touſneſle, Laban was a covetous man,one that the 
Scripture btands for a baſe vile perſon; and ſets an 
ignominious note upon him :: Nabal, for that was 
the Anagram of his name : Nadal the churle is 
mentioned with infinite diſgrace to be a covetons 
man. LERT 
There is a com mand given for Kings that they 
ſhould not bee covetous, and of all men in the 
world,they bave moſt uſe of money, forthe ſu 
port of their ſtate, and the defence of their King- 


vetous. Mhab his covctous humour after Naboths 
Vineyard, is mentioned in Scripture as the root of 
the ruine of him and his familie, and poftertty,, 
there were other fins which followed, but cove 
touſneſſe was the root from which all ſprung ; we 
reade of one in the new Teſtament , - Demas a for- 
ward man once in religion ; but: when once hee 
came to imbyace the world.and cleaveto that,it was 
in him a root of bitterneſfe, he apoſtatized and fell 
from Chriſtianity, leaped through all that he had 
taken upon Him before hand. | 
2. There bee two grounds'or reaſons of the 
point 


domes,and yet they are commanided not to be co- | 
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| ted, it willneverlcave till it hath thruſt our all 


poinr, taken from the nature of it. | 

I. Becauſe covetouſnefle is afin which oppoſ- 
cth all good. 

I, It chokes and checks the growth and very 
beginning of all that is good ina.man.I might illu- 
ſtrate this by divers places 'of Scripture, it foppeth 
the good of grace, and all the growth of any excel-' 
lencie in grace, itis thoſe Thornes which op and 
choke the growing to perfeQion,as I have fome- | 
times expreſſed, The Hedge-hog in the Fable 
comes to the Connie-berrie in ftormie weather 
and deſires harbour, he promiſeth faire to lic qui- 
ct and thelike , but whenonce hee is entertained, 
hee never leavespricking , till hee hath thruſt his 
hoſt out of doores : ſoit is with covetouſneſle, it 
hath. many faire pleas and pretences toget enter- 
tainement ina godly heart, it tels.him he will 
be bur a frugall ſteward, butif once it be admit-, 


pictic, andquenched all godlineſle, and heavenly 


| | 2.Thevery good of nature is exceedingly chok- 
cd by covetouineſle, all bowels of compaſſion are 


{Naturaliſts obſerve, that thoſe places where there 
fare Mines of {ilver or gold, they are all barren,af-| 


mindednes, all will be eaten up with covetouſnes. 


ſtopt rowards our owne ficſh.and blood, there is 
no noble nor generous thoughts in ſuch perſons, 
they axe not.ingenuous, but ſo ſordid,that as ruſt 
conſiumethiron, fo covetouſnefleconſumeth the 
ſubſtance of naturall perfeRion, it eates*out all. 


fording nothing for the” refreſhing of man or 
ſet bearing .no.graine nor. crop z.and:beſides 
757 ; | | that 
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that which is worſe, they are haunted with Di- 
vels, Iamfureitis true ofa black ſpirit which is 
| addicted to covetoulneſle, it is not only barren of 
all good , bur it expoſeth them in whom it is, to 
the very poſleſſion of the Divell, ro beled by a 
baſe and ſordid ſpirit in all their actions. 

2 As itoppoſeth all good, {0 it expoſeth to all kinds of 

evill : there be two Tone of evils; theevill of ſin, 
and the evill of puniſhment,which attends ſin, and 
covetouſneſſe layeth a man open to both. 
1 There is no ev-ll of ſinne,but a covetous man 
will doe; the Divell MAth hold of him in that vice, 
and he is at the Divels ſervice for any kind of {in, 
to draw his purſe : there is nothing in the woridas 
I remember is more oppoſite to covetoulneile in 
nature then luxury and wantonneſle, a covetous 
man is temperate of his owne humour, yet cove- 
touſneſſe proſtrates to the baſeſt uncleanneſle for 
hire or gaine that is : the whole ſpheare of the 
commands of God doth appeale covetouſneſle 
as the breach of them all:it were no difficult thing 
(though I have no intention to inlarge ſo much) 
ro ſhew that there is no evill bur covetouſneſle di- 
ſpoſeth unto ; ittakes a man from all good, and 
]proſtrates him to all evill. 


— 


it layes a manſopento. : To mention buta word , 

the wrath of God is the fountaine of al! punith- 

ment which comes for other fiunes, and cove- 

touſneſſe expoſcth a manto the wrath of God, as 

I have ſhewed before : but mors expreſly ſee 

nts 10. 3. For thewicked buſteth of his hearts de- 
H 


2 And conſequemly there is »o puniſhment but 
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| Se xml. fire, and bleſſeth the covetous whom the Lord abhox- 


"IR 


| time,and I will but only mention itnow ; rotake 


reth : it brings Gods wrath, it brings the ſcorne 
and derifion ofmen upon a man, there is ſcarce a- 
ny one vice ſo conternptible to all men in gencral!, | 
as covetouſneſſe is, .t is the argument of a play to | 
be jeered at on a Stage : which is an argument, 
that although it carrieth a generall applauſe with 
ſome, yet moſt men fall toule on coverouſneſle , 
the world ſpits in his- face, heeis jeered at by all 
men; itexpoſcthtoall kind ofjudgements, which 


| comecither from the wrath of God, or from the 


hatred of man : I mentioned one thing the laſt 


up where we left, and makeſome addition where 
it.is neceſlary : It makes a man unfirto obſerve 
Gods judgements, and fo to avoid thera,and take 
care to ſhunthem.. A-covetous- man inthe moſt- 
dangeroustime , is{o choaked with the cares of | 
the world, that hee mindes not any danger, but 
plods on tillhe is taken in the very ſnare, 
- Andthus much concerning covetouſneſſe, the 
predicatethat isaffirmed of it, in regard-of it ſelfe: 
the other thing T ſhall mentien in.a word ,. and ſo} 
come tothe application. 

2. IntsſpeR of x, it isa finneto be avoided 5y | , 
all men, and by all meancs. 

1. By all men, common men , that have but any 
ſparketof ingenuitie , muſt of neceſſity abſtaine 


from this, and preſerve themſelves that they bee 
{not foiled with this finne. Bur Chriſtian men, 
which prerend to be the Diſciples of Chriff, muſt | 
9200 it, eſpecially it being athing furtheſt off 
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from pictie and Chriſtianitie , there is nothing ſo 
unſuitable to, nor ſo incompatible with Religion : 
and therefore fugiat hoc opprobrinm & nobis , itis a 
ſhame that a Chriſtian man ſhould be liable to bee 
upbraided with covetouſneſſe, and not to have a 
faireanſwer for it, becauſc it is ſcandalous to Reli- 
£10n and diſhonourable to God : nay it hinders the 
progreſſe of Religion, therefore it 1s to be avoid- 
ed by all men. DE 
2. By all meanes: our Saviour uſeth two wards 
here 32474 x94 qvadeorar, firſt cea75 ,looke well to thy ſelfe, 
as if he had ſaid, watch and take notice of thy ſelf, leſt 
thou doe flip, looke narrowly to your courſes and 
| wayecs, leſt you be overtaken with this finne , and 
this is not enough 52275, but gvazarve,it is a place'of 
danger , danger lyeth therein: as you would in 
times-of danger redouble your watch inthe Citic, 
ſo here ſhould be a ſtrong ward kept , to arme and 
fortifie , antidote and ſtrengthen your ſelves with 
all the ſtrength you can againſt the danger of this 
fanne, and this arifcth naturally from the former; 
for if covetouſneſſe be ſo dangerous in it ſelf,then 
it concernes all men by all meanes to watch and 
ward themſelves againſt it. | 
ButI ſhallpaſle tothe application. If covetouſ- 
neſle be ſo dangerous a ſinne, it concernes all men 
then by all meanes to watch and ward themſelves 
againſkit: many things might be ſpoken by way 
ofapplication, bur I paſle briefe over many : as, 
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For Convittion, many men may bee arraigned | 
that ſtand convicted of this vice, if men would | 
well waigh it,and draw out the deſcription of it, | 
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it would fall point blancke upon a great many 


nen whichthinke themſelves free. 

2. For reptoofe 'of them, as being in a foule 
fault, it may be fouler thenthey are aware of,men | 
are readie to pleaſc themſelves in it, and plead not 
guiltie: if they be free from other {innes, that they 
can fay, Iam notlike ſucha man, they take no 
notice ofthis, this ſubtile ſinne moves. them not; 
ifthey come not within the verge of: other ſinnes, 
they {light ſpirituall finnes,and as they take no no- 
tice of them, fo neither doe others, forthis ſinn(as 
fome other ſinnes) comes not within the laſh of 
the Churches cenſure, the covetous man is not 
found fault wit hall, no}neither is the proud man 
found faultie , there: is no: man cenſured for his 
pride,or his covetouſneſle, the world takes no-no- 
tice of this ſinne : yet if it bea thing ſo dangerous, 
_m is ajuſt reproofe for them. But I paſſe over 
theſe, 


3+ It ſerves for exhortation , partly that every 
| one would, 

I. Examine himſclfe.l gave ſufficient hims, by 
which a man may try himſelf, (in my apprehenfi- 
on) inthe deſcription,by which any man may re- 


| ceive comfort, by applying them to his own heart 


and wayes, and ſceing,whether in fome, more,or 


-| allof them, he comes-not to'be obnoxious to this 


finne : I ſhall only-give you two or three cautions, 
| in which others may examine themſelves. 

1. Bejealous and ſuſpicious of thy Fife itisa ſub- 

tile ſinne,very generall, and univerſally ſpread. 1 

know: it. is reported of Zyther , that though hee 


found] 
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found the roote almoſt of all finnes in him, yet he 
never found any inclination to covetouſneſle, hee 


better examination, let us not be ſecure ;- but be a 


propenfion in us towards it ; forthere may be, al- 
though we are not aware of it. And therefore. for 
your better conſideration , take this along with 
you, upon your examination be not confident,bee 
a little jealous and ſuſpicious, that there may be a 
propenſion in thee towards it:upon tryals take not 
up fooliſh conceits upon frugalitie, but be jealous 
to ſcan thy heart in this kinde, whether it be inor- 
dinate in its propenſton towards the world: I have 
given ſufficient direQions for this already. 

2. What you do inthis kinde, doit confcienci- 
ouſly, not to coſen thy ſclfe, but as in the preſence 
- [of God, and as you will anſwer him, I havetold 
you that rule alreadie, F'would have no manlight- 
ly to charge another, nor eaſily to juftific himſelf, 
|andrherefore examine your ſelvs conſcienciouſly, 
not'as you can ſtand with the judgement ofmen 
by outward appearance,but judge as conſcience 
| judges, and as you think you may ſtand and beare 
out at the day of judgement, at that ſtrict account 
you mult then give. | | 


3» Labourto bring your mindes and hearrto | 


be ingenuous, not to ſtudie ſhifts and devices, _ to 


beare up thy reputation and credit, andfoto free | 


thy ſelfe fromir . O it isararething ro have an 
ingetwous ſpirit, ſuch asthat, if a man be not free 
from a fault, yet he will not be readie to defend it , 

| | H 3 but 


' was free from that, ' Burt for our ſelves, and'our | 


little ſuſpicious and jealous that there bee no ſuch 


| 
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bur ſweetly and ingenuouſly to acknowledge it, it 
is impoſtible but. he that ſtands upon his points, 


thereof. | 
Many men pretend itis not covetouſneſſe, but 
frugalitie, providing for poſterity, this is no inge- 
= ſpirit , norplainneſſe of heart ? Why then 
oſt thou negle thy child, and beſtoywes not good 
breeding on her or him-, but ſpare a penic and 
ſpoile the ſoule of thy child, and the bodicalſo 2 
Why artthou ſo baſc, ifall be for thy child, as to 
; marrie her , and not togivea portion with her, 
when all comes totryall, thou haſt no ingenuous 


liſhly coſen thy ſclfe , but bee willing to ſee what 
thou doſt ſce, and baffle not thy ſelfe with fooliſh 
Pretences. 

| 4+ Suppoſe the matter be a thing doubtfull , I 
beſeech you ſtand not upon points with God, to 
avoide covetouſneſſe, be generous , be farre from 
| coyctouſneſle, ſhun all apparancesof covetouſnes, 
| be noble and generous minded, keep a broad dif. 


| ference and a valt latitudeifrom covetouſneſſle, if | - 


you would bee cleare,make it appearc, be not ob- 
noxious tofuſpicion, withhinching and pinching 
and ſuch baſeneſle, which makes others, and up- 
on probable reaſon.and good ground, thinke that 
indeed you-are ſa; but it you would notbetainted 
with this dangerous finne, doe the contrary, be ſo 
farre from covetouſneſke, rthat-you willrather bee 
generouſly magnificent,according to the propor- 


may be guiltie: I could give youdivers touches | - 


> 


tion of your eſtate,and the nature of the thing: but 
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. che exhorration , -that men would examinethems- | 
ſelves, ary 
2.1 defirethat men would humble themſelves, | 
and ſee their corruption , and bee affeRed' rruly | 
with ſorrow for it, even ſuch ſorrow as becom- | 
f meth Chriſtians, in that humility of ſpirit which | 
- | ſhould bee in us, upon every taking our ſelvs nap- 
j ping in every ſinne ? doſtthou upon examination 
find thou art not free from covetouſneſſe 2 do not 
| thou ſtand on thy pantables, as they ſay, but make | 
amends, humble thy ſelfe before God , acknow- 
ledge the baſeneſle and vileneſſe of thy ſpirit, that 
thouartguiltieof thatfinne which is abominable 
to God, hatefull to meri, being aſcorne and deri- 
fon ro them : and, 
3. Idefirethat men would reform themſcelvs, | 
ſtay not heere, but rake out anew leſfon , make 
progreſſeto reformation , recover thy ſelf, or if! 


whole latitude, in all the three ſpecies which T | 
mentioned in the application, in our judgements, 
underſtanding, not thinking too high of riches, in 
our atfe&ions, not cleaving inordinately to them, 
{in our actions, bee nottob thoughtfull and careful] 
; for worldly things . to beralking and breathing of | 
earth continually, having nothing at all ro ſpeak'of 
; butriches. There is a part of the mouth which 
ichenaturaliſts call the ca{um,, heaven, it is the up- 
| per roofe of the mouth, there be many men which | 
: have-no heaven art all in their mourhs , no upper 
\Parr, bur all lower, talking ſtill of thoſe bafe and | 


lower | 
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this is not that 1 intend , this is the firſt branch'of | $ ERM 
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lowerthings; : avoid ittherefore in your ralke, in| . 
your aQions, and 1n your deeds, be not eoverous} . 
in ſcraping in riches, having, nor ſaving, eſpeci-| | 


|(cif,;hy 6odie to pinch thar,or thy ſoul to ſtarve that, 


| tainly , but by the introduction of that which is 


_ |pellere, as they ſay, drive out ſinne, with driving in 


ally let-ir not carry thee inordinately . cither to 
impious courſes, to trample upon God, orunjuſk 
or .uncharitable towards thy neighbour,.orthy 


or to thoſe about thee, to carry thy ſelf injuriouſly 
towards them,in one word , fetthy {clte upon re- 
formation, againſt all the ſpices of covetoulneile. 
'Forthe further proſecution of this,to cut off all 
otherthings , TI ſhall only propound thoſe things 
chat may be antidotes againſtthis finne, and reme- 
dies to curethis finne: both to recover. thoſe which 
have beenrouched with this dangerous-ſinne, and 
to prevent it forthe future : I take them both, , and 
for them both there be two ſorts of helpes. 
I». Something habrtuall, to take care tofurniſh 
thy ſoule with, that may lock itup, and take up 
the.roome., that there be no roome for coyetoul- 
neſſe inthe heart. mn 
2. Something that-is auall , to bedone by a 
renewed a, and continually uſed; for the preven- 
tionand the recovering a man from it. I ſhall bur 
mentionthe former , for thoſe things whichare 
habituall. | | | 
L.Ingenerall,labour to eftabliſhthy heart with grace, 
for viceandfiane is never caſt ont kindly nor cer- 


contrary.and that is grace: therefore if you would 
emptie your hearts of {inne, we muſt clavum clavy 
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Jo nothing can free us from fiave but the intrody- 
ionof grace: what.can take off darknefle trom 
che face of the earth ? uothing inthe world but 
light /, ſo,whar can drive out inne 2; # mult bee 
grace brought into the foule, otherwiſe a man 
may do, as whena man reproves 4 tault to amend 


with anorher;/ foirhe only-true way of driving out 
fhanemgenerall, and ſothis.{in of covetoulheſle 
in-particular, muſt be by grace: brought intothe 
{oule, w have heart. eftablifhea full of gracious 
thouglits;inclinacions and aftections,] ſhallmenti- 
 an:fome morecſpccially. pon] 

There: bee fourc paite of graces in particular , 
which are wonderfull conducing, andefcdtuall 
_ the 'diſpofleſiing 'of this:Nivcll of coveroyt- 

Gs: 524.558 bs | oft 

The firſt paire (for I ſhall joyne two together) 
are Humiliticand Temperance, Or {ubricric; it may 
bee fome willthinke,, thoſeawo bee tarre off; buy 
Irovld-yow in the explication, that covetouſnefle 
is ſometimes in aneftute of rcgencie, it is maſter : 
ſometimes alſo. itis/ intheeſtate of a ſervant, -it 
watres vpon ſome other. finne:thixe aretwe ofher 
finhestharcoverouſneflc doth frequently wait up- 
oni( when aman-isnor' overmaſteted with cove: 
rouſnefle;;that is not:his'dire@- finne)- there may 
be other finnes that: wilbuſe:the ſervice: of ggve; 
touſneſſe , have it as aſervant : to inſtange, cove- 


ot grace; as ohe wedgezif wee would get it out of 
2 hard Peece of wood; we mult dfivexn another : | 


bis. brother , ſometimes hee caſts our one Niyell| 


| 


| 


4 


touſteſſeisa ſervantto pride, and loft) ahd to;in- 
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temperancie, now-if a man beofan humble ſpicir, 
ir will kill theſe luſts ,. aman; would nt aimear a 
higheſtate :+ forthe moſt part men a1me at-great 


| things -rather forpride, becauſe hee would bearea 
| high portin theworld, he would be ns waer,as itis 


ſaid of him inthe4&#s,ſome great one inthe world! 
om of pride,that makes them ſcrape fromthis man 


and from the other,it makes them ſct,uponany in- 
jurious courſe to advance/his pride: therforc ifany 


| one would keep pridedownzlethim learn humility 
|and-if-aman would-keep pride under;that would 
| be agood means torſiwppretle his covctouſneſle... 


2. Temperance and ſobrietie'is another - excellent 
meanes tokeepe under covctouſneſle 1; if I bee a 
temperate ſober man, and doe not affetcitherox- 


| cefle indietor apparell, butam content with or-. 
| dinarydyctandcloaths, andtogo in aſober way, 
| whatneed tumble ſo much inthe world? alittle 
{ will ſerveforneceſlitie, all .is for the back and the 
| bellie,'coverouſneſſe plunges a maninto athou- 
| 


fand inconveniences, it makes them: lay,abaut 
them infinitely in theworld , becauſe-they,; muſt 


| live ata luxurious rate.;:+they-muſt goe ſo.fine in 
| cloaths,and haveſuch diet: whereas it might, bee 
| as advantagious every other:way 5 a man might 
| drivea rradewithina leſſer compaſle,ſo.conragt 
| tt,it would turnero:more adyantage.,; and.tq-his 


—— — 


greater glory,-if he made his; pride exceedin.no- 
|thing\but inintemperancie:ar greedincfſeattenthe 


CE this would cleanc turnothochapnell 
\ another CI CO FE FISTIENDAG: wn Wy 
f - 2. The focond pairc'of araces} which Lywpuld 
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'W : "gf Goumonſneſſe. | | 
is'the due /dverof God, and the love of thy neighbour, 


11love hjs neighbour as he ought, ar leaſt it will take 
| him'off from all baſcneſle of covetouſneſſe, hee 
| wi norbebaſeto-the ſervice of God, - pinching 


| vancement of the kingdomeof Chrift;nor will he 


| cares not whom he pinches from; {ſo hee may ad- 


fore qty thole affeions inthy heart. 
have you ro labour for, is heavenly mindedneſſe and 


| 'thatbe the great defigne of his life; ir will infinite 


—_— 


ſtoop-rothoſe baſethingsas rich mendo, becauic 
he hath more highthovghts;-and amoregenerous| - 


|ven;what needs hetrouble bimſclf withthe cares, 
| of theworld. which hath placed all his happineſlc 
lHaheaven: Andſofora conented-{pirit; as the 


Have youto fix;increaſe and cheriftinyour hearts 


andthi; will be an excellent weapon to keepe un- 
der covetouſneſfle, forif amando'love God, and 


his ſonle, forbearingto allow anything tothe ad- 


bee tmjurious' to opprefle and defraud his neigh- 
bour;if he benotaltogether- for himſelfe,for cove- 
rouſheſſe ariſcth extremely from (elfe-love, when 
a man regards not God, "nor hisneighþour , - hee 


vance himſclfe, now the love of -God and of his 
neighbour will be a great preſervative; and there: 


3. The third payre of graces which: I would 


contemedneſſe; if a man be heavenly minded, that 
his face is towards Teruſalem, cyl if 


ly keepe him off from coverouſneſle, he will. nor 


ee ma ems. 
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| 


/aime; his mindis not ſet onthe world, but on hea-: 


\ __—_ and tor he which can frame himſclfe 
but 
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\Apoſttc-ſpeakes, '.godlineſſ with contentedneſe 5 
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|Sxxm- n | but food and raimo:r, WITS re" A coment- ; 
| cd ſpiritcan reſt quict ,. and not reſticfly reach af- 
, ter greatthings inthe world: | 
4. Labourtogerand ro cheriſhboth faith and} 
| Piritaall wſdome: it would bean excellent prefer- 
| vative inthis.cale, if a manger fairh-, a trucand 
- | lively faith, and adherencoto cinmft,, bring Chriſt 
intothy heart, theiloweof Chriſt, and the prizing 
of him, 'arid adherence to Chriſt, will infinitely 
make Dagonfall;  as'Dagonfeli before the Arke,|_ 
ſo rhis/breakes the neck S all ſtnnes,all will tall-to 
the ground,and particularly this baſe ſine, . Faith 
inthe aſſurance of Gods promiſe, -that I believe 
the promiſes of God in his word, thathe will not 
Ea leave; forſake./ or Fae thomintheir noceſſaries ; 
| which /are.carefull-nor to faile id dutic towards 
| him rhis/faith willibee anadrairable antidote a-|- 
 gainſtcovetouſneſle. i; | . 
 Spirirnall wifdome ellvicagreadeſpe ,"(Gornhs | 
root bf all the poyſonisnot any defe&\in.the ai-| 
ons oraffections,/but intheunterftanding ; if men 
(wore wile 10: know. the great :good:, -and. to 
 defirerwhat was moſtdefirable andadvantagious 
|forthemgthepwerotheninehoright! 'way, toput| 
|themſclves towards:that groatubing : buf men 
bee foolifhand thinkealt licttvin'wealth ,-norhing| 
'elſeis worthralking of but wealth, nothing, will} 
[makeamanreallygood,' which hath any-fecling| | 
(| wittrir, but fo:-much-wealth ;Wamanberhus payee , 
'fonedvivithhtheſcfoolifiyconceits; tie fel 
,andundervalue allr{ewiſdornc, ,andallrhegodii| 
B TT is1n any man, J 
+ lf 34193 "Curing 
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ſuring all excellencie: «according to P——_— {'S; 


asindeed the world goes-too fiirreithis way all 
Magiſtracie is choſen by eſtate; all repurarion/ by 
eftate, theſethings do fecretly poyſon, and as the 
wiſeman ſaitly, tha eſtate wilt verexeclſin ver- 
tue;in which theres a high priceſer onriches:' of 
meti would ger ſpiritua}bwifdome to diſecrnethe 
excellency of things,and to-moderate 2-mans ſelfe 
according to the worth of things, it would bee a 
good tneanesto keepebacke the overweanihe af. 
| ref wealth, which hinders the: _—_— g6oanes, | 
and advatices covetoulneſſe, 

There be avſcaulyredl graces, cha muſt bee 
[Botten'| intortreheart, - 

'»;"Thalgiwveyona briefetourh of the other 
branch. "Thete be fomeotherthings a##wallto be 
done, which are of great importance:]-will mer | 
tion allinfoure ops and degrecoand but miebrely 

name them! *' OUR At 2YWL0N 

- x, We muſt wack; 2. (Wernuſt pray; 3.'We 
muft frive” ' x- Wemuſt Pedieace \ __ thoſe 
things which may give usvictorie/ (2 2 (REEL 

1. Wee-mulb war againit > ond vile! heed 
{eſt we be ſurprized and "drawnunawaresto-it. 

- 2," We-muſt alſo pray againſt it; mar finnes 
| we fall yr ntoywadt ter Gods: 
wewould ,and (incerely, 25 Dr 
| +4 6i&; £9 y PefFimmonies ; | 
reyes: Goto eiporktily choſerigel 

p unrs-G y thoſeyw 
themſelves thercto;fas every. 
| 0pm yfinne,) irwould be'arrexertient | 
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1Sz nu. LIL, meanes to preſerve the ſoule from this inn." 


| 3: Wemuſtfrive againſt it, labourto mortific 
theſe our members on earth, and thisamohgſt rhe 
reſt, vemalt ſtrive continually and wraſtle againſ} | 
this corruption, not cheriſhir, and make a darling 
of it,and cockering it, becaule the gaine is fwect”, 
but becauſe the finne is odjous, therefore we muſt 
ſtrive _ it. 
4+. Laſtly, we muſt meditate upon thoſethings 
| whick are conducible to eſtabliſh rhe ſoule againſt 
| coverouſneſſe, Iwill runnethem overin generall, 
becauſc I cannot gothrough the particulars, * ' 
x. Conſider theevents of it, which I named 
| formerly,if we did but confider how-much it op- 
| poſeth all good + it choakes all gracious thoughts 
| and all the means of grace : the very word of God 
is choaked,when-a man is brim full of this errour , 
then Gods word cannot enterz; it oppoſeth and 
choakes all the good of nature , a manbecomes like 
to a beaſt, or Tiger, he hath no bowels of compaſ- 
{ipn; a-man hath no noble ingenuous thoughts in 
him that is covetous, heeis all blurred with dirt, 
and the image of God ts blotted out. © 
2. Conſider how it expeſeth to all kindes of c- 
vill both of finne and puniſhment : firſt;of ſinnea- 
ainſt God,and againſt hisneighbour yea,ag-inſt 
jmſelfc,heis injuriousto all :-and ag it expoſeth 
tro allevill of finne, ſo ſecondly, toall evill of pi 
niſhment, tothe wrath of God to the ſcorne ©I 
= puniſhments, in this lifeandthellife 


come,itbarres a man out of heaven;and from a 
{reputation on earth, not capable by-Gods law: 
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| be. by mans law.  . And for. thoſe arguments, I 


| Now there bee two ſteps and degrees of thoſe 


|. men of great eſtates in the world, aremiſtaken, 4 
| mans life or happipes conſiſts n0t.in riches,a man. may 


; | .; Firſt, riches will not free a man from cares, 
| riches brings its cares with it : here is a rich;man, 


” 
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any cxcellencie, neither (if all were well) ſhould 


ſhould haye propounded which our Saviour men- 
tions inthis diſcourſe imtnediately after the Text, 
I know net any in ſacred or prophane writings , 
whereit is {o admirably preſſed as it 1s here,and in 
thoſe paralell places which I mentioned before. 


arguments. | | 
Firſt, hee, labours to beat it owt of him that di- 
ſtarbed him. | bs Siils ioleona 4 a4] 
Secondly, out of his Diſciples. - 4] 
Firſt, our Saviour deales more generally with 
thoſe of, his ranck, he which came to diſturbe him 
in,his heavenly courſe :.and then hee proceeds to 
other arguments to take off his Diſciples: 
Ingenerall this he faith inthis very verſe, that 


Þ$ | 


bea happic manalthough, hee bee not a. rich man, 
but hecannot be a happice manby vertue of that he 


{1sarich man, a mans happines and excellency lieth| 
{ not in riches,that is the argument in generall. 


And ſomething in particular is mentioned al- ! 
{o,inthe parable which is remarkable :as, 


his ground bore a great crop, yet hee was to ſtu. 


{dic what he wasto doe, he, was fullof caresand | 
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jones what to doe, how to.difpenſe and im: | 
his riches: they areo. farre fromemptying 


l Pl xeart of cares asthat they filla mans heart with 
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new Cares, > how to ſecure them; and to chipolc ot 
them, ir ſertles a thouſand other -thoughts' int the 
heart, jorhatthey free not from cares. 

2. Nay,itbrings not ſo muchas delight, ſonle 
thou haſt much goods laid up for many yeares, it brings 
nota man-tothis, it doth not {ſecure a man ia way 
of delicacte, : that a man my i injoy hrs pleatfore 
and doe his will, which is the ground of a'mans 
aimes , his end which he aimes at : if Thad an c- 


3. It doth not BF ng a manto wiſdome, nor ar- 
a wiſe man for there is a counterbutfe tothar 
(thou: foole ) that aan that thought himſclfe fo 
jolly a-wiſe man, becauſe hee ha@ ſogreatan'e- 
ſtate, our Saviour gives him here bur the foole, it 
doth not.put a man into the poſſcſhon of wiſdom, 
nor argueth any wiſdome, toget agreateftare:) 
rheſe are arguments ins briefe of our. Saviours dif- 
courſeto him that imterrupred him, © 
2. Thereare other arguments that he uſed to 
his Diſciples, which are proper only tro Chtift5- 
= I ſhall give you but 4 brief ronch of the 
me. 
Thereis a double care,a aerkiifews: anda hea- 
venly care, our Saviour gives atouch. of both ,| 
ſpeakes ſomething of cither,for bothiwill ſerve for 
che beatinzdowne of coverouf}iofte. * 
r. And concerning worldly cares, I will £n you 
wharour Swiour ſaith conee thing them. 


I 1. Worldly: cares they wremore then briitifh, i 
as aſcnflcſe thinpto trouble! ainaewich thecxres| 


of} 


ſtate | mighr car, anddrink; andfleep, and then do'| 
| what I would, thiy is not the thing. 


of Covetouſneſſe. | 

of the world. our Saviour ſhewes that the beaſts 
-Fare providedfor by God ; thoſethar neither ſow. 
| nor reape,and therefore is mote then brutiſh to be 
over carefull. | 
2. Ir is altogether fraitlefſe and boorleſſe,there is 


man by his care can 44de one cubit to his life , no 
mans caze can make him rich, it is Gods bleſling, 
and not immoderate caring. 
3. Iisancedlefle care, totrouble a mans (elf 
with cares : what need a child of two yeares old 
take care what he ſhould eat to dinner or ſupper , 
or what cloaths he ſhould have? his parents will 
looke to that: foitis here, God takes care for his 
children, what need his ſervants take immoderate 
and inordinate care? 

4. Nay, it isa heatheniſh care, and a faithleſſe 
care, the Gentiles do thoſe things , they ſecke af. 
ter them, it iSenough for Heathens which have no 
God,norany promiſe madeto them,to be focare- 
fullafter theſe outward things, unſeffe a man will 
ſhew himſelfe worſe than a heathen, he nuwſt not 
practiſe covctouſneſle, _ 

5. Laſtly, it is very-hwrtfull. 
I. 1t fetters the heart.and bindes that in chains, 

for where the treaſure is the heart meds muſt be , it 


from God: and, 


no boote nor benefit which comes thereby,not oe | - 


glewsa mans heart tothe world, and keeps him off 
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mecting with God,or expecting the day of Chriſts 
comming, we cannot have glympfe of his com- 
ming, or be ready tolookefor him, if we be puz- 


2. It hinders. the paſſage of preparation or | 
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Ss: Kao TIT. | ling here below , and, thus much our Saviour 
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t# you : all other thin 25 Waich are neceſlary , will 
| comecatily.ryus without: caring : God will caſt 


Sc ——————_— 


| ipeakes by way otargumenr againſt covetoulnetle 
and 100reinate Cares of this lite. 

2. In ſtead of that worldly care, he exprefſeth 
the contrary,concerning the care of heavenly things. 
- 1. It is a more eaſie care, and mare eaſje gaint , 
in the; FL. werſ. firſt ſeeke the kingdome of God ana 
hi richteonjuc{ſe,and all theſe things ſhall be added un- 


then 100. the bargaine asover waight. 
2.. Aman fall have a richer bargaine, what e+ 


| ſireable things. 


ver other things may bring, it may a-grear eſtate, 
but 1t- cannot makea mana King; Nor bring us to | 
kingdome, feare not Intle ſlacksit 18 your fathers plea- 
ſore; to give you a kinzdome. 

3. Itbrings more - continued and durable gain, Ifa 
man have grcat { ſtore of money 1n/ his cheſts. and 
coltcrs, thieves may breake in;--and- a thonſand os | 
ther things may happen, butif wehavetreaſurein 
heaven, that bri ings gaine that we cannor looles | 
theſe are the maine © things [by which our-Saviour 
labours to beat downe covetpuſnefle in his Diſci- 
ples, and thoſerthat will follaw him : 'there were 
{Qme-Qther things, I thought eShave added. . 

1, From theconſideration of richesir ſelfe. 

I. Thatthey.are not {0! copſs derable > 0X r-fa de- 


| _. 2, Theyarenortfo beneficiall, they will hor pre- 

{ſerve a man from danger. - | 
3, They.are alrogetber wncertaine: , riches will 

take their, wings , (When.a, man hath: labouredall' 


If his | 


of Covetouſneſſe. 


his life long to get riches, he may looſe them all at 
a clap': fouldiers, or warre, or fire breakes in,and 
what haſt thou of all thou hadſt,all is uncertaine; 
4: They ate exceeding unprofitable, nay, more 
then unprofirable. {cho 
5. They are dangerous , they breed a thouſand 


Vices, as ſelfe-love, and ſclfe-confidence : the 
rich man puts his truſt in his riches , in his wedge | 
of gold: ſos taken off from God, it breeds pride 
anc. puffs up the minde of a man «94a 59 &w : ſo | 
that his head ſtands I know not how farre aboye 
his ſhoulders, it breeds a great deale of licencioul:-' 
neſſe,men think they may do what they liſt if they 
be rich : they are farre off from God, irputs 
a man into a thouſand evill courſes, as riches arc 


2. CA competeucie,or a moderate eſtate, (it men 
would be truly perſwaded ) is more defirable a 
thouſand times. Agurs" condition is the moſt de- 
fireable inthe world, Give me neither povertie, nor 
riches ,. but feed me with food convenient for me, the 
beſt condition and the moſt deſireable,is neitherto 
have great matters it is a fooliſhthing to be gree- 
.dy:nor on the other {tde to be 1n extremity. Burt a 
moderate and competent eſtate,ſuch an eſtate as I | 


windows , that will bethe beſt , which although 
it keepes out winde and weather, yetit keepes fot! 
out the light of the Sunne, the proſpect of hea: 

ven, ſuch an eſtate that will keepe a man fromthe 
injurie of the world ,, that a man ſhall not bee in 
want,as will keepe out extremitle : that I bce not|} 


b- 


| 


nothing confiderable in them which areſo greedy. | 


have ſomtimes expreſſed,is like unto glaſle in the} 
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{1,janoied/with extremitie, is defireable, and not ſo 
A great an eſtate, as will keepo out the ſunne 'of 
Gods countenance, whereas a great eſtate may do 
it;it may make us coverous, and ſuch a man is un. 
capable for godlines, untractable for the Miniſte- 
| rie: A moderate eſtate is moſt defir- 
able thing in the werld. 
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